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THE SICK. 

" Thbbe is a world beyond this world of shows, 
The thought whereon God wills thee to repose : 

Thereto He points thee in thy lonely hours. 
Communings here with kindred souls denied, 
Shall, in that " world to come," be satisfied : 

Joy dwelleth there, — not on this earth of ours. 

Him thou must seek ! to Him thy being tend ! 

He is thy " Lord," thy " Life," thy " Joy," thy " Friend .: 

Thy spirit striveth for a nobler birth. 
If aught from Him would lure thee to depart, 
Then must it be withheld, thou wandering heart, 

Thine home is not upon the doomed earth. 

For this He cleareth thee a space of rest. 
Full oft from many cares, to be a guest 

Alone with Him : a gift of grace unsought : 
When thou shalt enter it without repining. 
Experience in peace His sun's clear shining. 

And know no will but His, the end is wrought. 

Then, be it so, that others round me smile, 
And I, " a broken cistern, all the while ;" 

Yes, be it so, if such the lot for me : 
Better than, filled with earth's delights, to miss 
The o'erflowings of God's love in hours like this, 

Which I may treasure in Eternity." 



CHVITEK I. 
<^hit .<bmiti;'3 ami; ojf (Ss^ajr^. 

I 'IW'/^tr > tt -"Ji«u» Christ oama into die worid to 
!Mkv« auuivn." 



CHAPTER 1. 

THK sinner's way OF ESCAPE. 

Time is a parenthesis of eternity; out of its 
limited whole but a small portion is allotted to 
every child of man. For what purpose life is 
given^ and what means are available to attain that 
purpose — these are the most momentous of all 
questions, and must be answered, and the replies 
acted on, by every one who desires his eternity 
beyond to be a happy one. Eevelation alone 
sheds light on these grand truths ; for— though 
'^ the invisible things of God from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made ; even His eternal power 
and Godhead;" though *' the heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handy work ;'' though " day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge,'' 
and "there is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard ;" — ^yet through it alone 
can His voice be heard teaching the soul its 
present position and future destiny ; therefore 
'^to the law and to the testimony" must we 
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4 THE sinner's way OF ESCAPE. 

betake ourselves, with a firm resolution to anchor 
our faith to its teachings^ and on no account and 
on no point lean to our own understanding or 
imagination. What then do the Scriptures say ? 
Simply, emphatically this ; that the Almighty's 
work ever leaves His hand good and perfect; 
that, in making man for Himself, to glorify, to 
serve, and to be glad in Him for ever. He endowed 
him with the needed capacities j but Adam and 
Eve, in departing from His command, brought 
death into the world, a curse on every living 
thing, and entailed an heritage of sin on their 
every descendant. Now then each soul bom into 
the world is corrupt from the woinb, conceived in 
sin (Psalm li. 5), and added years but add wilful 
to natural pollution. Hence it stands eternally 
condemned. Is life then given simply to entail 
everlasting misery f If every maal fiins helplessly> 
stands of iiecessity doomed, is lany hope left him, 
any door of escape t^em from perdition ? Yes, 
blessed be God! His pttfposes <5ann6t be 
thwarted, and HJs wisdom a;nd love have devised 
a plaji by which HiB original intention can be 
mofe abundantly fulfilled, He foi^gives the pastj 
and ^gain He dets befoi^ ^ch soul an its life- 
bbject goodness land happiness, tibedi^n^ Mid 
rfeVitd. Bat h6w can a just and holy God do 
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this ? How cw He overlook disobedience ? 
How can He withhold His justly threatened 
punishment ? 

Listen^ poor sinner^ for etemi^ consequences 
hinge on the answer. How can^st thou be justi- 
fied in the sight of thine offended God f that is 
the great Question. What answer does He return ? 
" God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life/' 
'^ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life j and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth €n Him/' 
Only one way of escape from hell — only one door 
into Heaven— is open to you, poor condemned 
trembling sinner. Jesus is the Way of Escape, 
(St. John xiv, 6.) the Door of Entrance, (St. 
John X. 9.) His blood ^'cleanseth from all sin,'' 
no matter how heinous in quality, nor enormous 
in quantity. Salvation is a free gift, utterly un- 
deserved ; it is by virtue of Christ's merits alone 
that any poor transgressor can have a right to 
its privileges ; therefore the very moment he 
believes in Him he is safe, he is adopted into the 
Father's family, raised into the position of a son 
and heir. '' Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out ;" such is His promise who bore the 
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sinner's curse away in His own person, even 
though the comer's previous life may have been 
unpardonably vile by the standard of his guilty 
fellow-men. But condemnation, an eternal curse, 
hopeless despair, abide the portion of every soul 
out of Christ ; for morality even cannot save, since 
no morality can be perfect, sin being indelibly 
attached to every man, to his every act, to his 
every thought, and alike the unconscious babe 
and the aged transgressor are thereby inheritors 
of death. True safety, true peace, can only be 
foimd in resting on this one grand truth, that 
forgiveness of sins depends on nothing in our- 
selves, save faith in the finished atonement of the 
Lord ; ^^ he that believeth on Him w passed from 
death unto life." It is written, ^^by His know- 
ledge shall my righteous servant justify many, 
for He shall bear their iniquities;'' the Lord 
Jesus graciously exchanges places with the be* 
lieving penitent, and thus makes him stand 
altogether acceptable in the Father's sight. In 
no other way could a just God pardon a rebellious 
creature, for not lightly may His commands be 
disobeyed, not without vengeance can His pure 
eyes behold presumptuous and secret sin; not 
otherwise could any be termed ^^just." True, 
now the believer is even so, but only as and 
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because He is justified^ reckoned clean and 
righteous, through the impartation of the Divine 
nature. 

Dear fellow-sinner, earnestly ponder on and 
pray over these things. Think not that it is a 
token of humility to deem thyself too vile to be 
saved; true humility will not set up its own 
judgment against God^s, nor offer an opinion 
where He has decided the point ; it will meekly, 
simply, unquestioningly accept what is declared, 
and submit faith to the many mysteries of revela- 
tion. Who is created man that he should be able 
to fathom the Almighty's mind, or refuse credence 
to His teachings, because they are so high beyond 
his finite powers I Yet so great and so general, 
though so utterly without foundation, is man's 
pride of heart, that " not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble" are 
saved; and therefore ^^ blessed are the meek," 
for they, submitting their wills, their understand- 
ings, their affections, to the great Teacher, shall 
by Him be led into His inheritance, proving to 
their eternal joy, the truth of His promise, "he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted." There- 
fore also are the humblest Christians the happiest ; 
because, repudiating all thought, all effort of self, 
they hang simply and heavily on Christ, doubting 
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nothings but taking all the good^ all the love^ all 
the intimacy He oflfers with the simplicity of a 
little child, only too thankfully glad to believe 
themselves naturalized children through Him. 

Hasten, beloved, to look on the uplifted bleed* 
ing Saviour ; He is thy God, He waits to be thine 
accepted Mediator ; miss not, like the many, the 
mark of safety through pride or unbelief, but 
acknowledge Him to be Emmanuel with thy heart 
and lip, able, by having taken on Himself thy 
guilt and punishment, therefrom to exonerate 
thee ; transferring to thy account His own obedi- 
ence and spotless worthiness, and granting thee 
an inheritance in His home. Wondrously simple 
is the plan of salvation, so that a child may under- 
stand it; plain its directions, so that ^^he may 
run that readeth^' them ; and easy of acceptation, 
so that all, even the impotent in mind, the sick, 
the weak, the unlearned, may share its blessings. 
How is it that we are prone to value so little this 
great redemption ? that the concerns of this life, 
the daily food, the hourly worries, the many 
things, trouble so;much, and yet we can live in a 
state of indifference or uncertainty about the con- 
dition of our inmiortal souls ? Dear Sufferer, it is 
to open thine eyes to thy true condition — to prick 
thy conscience — to startle thee from fatal lethargy 
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— ^that thou mayest learn the plague of thine own 
heart, the leprosy of thy soul — that the Lord has 
now laid His hand on thee. Be wise, ^^ hear the 
rod,'^ and why He hath appointed it. See whether 
thou art resting on the only sure foundation, on 
''the principles of the doctrine of Christ/' beware 
lest there be any lurking trust in self — any satis- 
faction in thine own character or works — any false 
confidence-*-any deadness to sensibility — ^any ab- 
sence of pain through mortal disease. Eemember 
that the blood — ^the precious shed blood of Jesus 
—is the sinner's only means of access into the 
holy of holies ; only when sprinkled with it may 
he draw near to the high and holy One who in- 
habiteth eternity. " Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved /' " When I see 
the blood I wiU pass over you ;'' such is the pre- 
cious assurance conveyed in the King's message ; 
take it to thy heart, give it full credence, and at 
once enter into the rest and joy willed you by 
Him (Hebrews iv. 3). Some would keep you 
from both, would fence you off from immediate 
comfort, by asserting that sudden conversions 
generally prove delusive, sudden convictions short- 
lived ; that time is needed for the sinner first to 
give proof, by change of conduct, that he has 
really been a recipient of pardon. But Bible 
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teacliing is unmistakeably plain on this head ; a 
Demas may go back to the world, yet let the con- 
demned but believe, and he is saved, a child of 
God, an heir of Heaven, alive for evermore. The 
word of the Unchangeable abideth ever — ^look and 
live (Numbers xxi. 8) ; it need be no long process 
from death to life, from a state of condemnation 
to one of salvation. Behold the jailor of Philippi 
— ^the seller of Thyatira — the thief of Jerusalem ! 
— Jesus Christ maketh whole by one fiat; He 
speaks, it is done, and he who was before a raving 
maniac, a trembling lost sinner, stands before 
Him clothed and in his right mind. 

Yes, beloved ! beautiful, precious as this truth 
is, it is not too good to be true ; " God is not a 
man that He should lie, neither the son of man 
that He should repent ;^' the Son of His love was 
the price He gave for thee ; therefore must He 
not be as anxious to see thee saved as thou canst 
be to be saved ? Oh is there not strength and 
comfort in this ? Thou art not the only interested 
party — not friendless— not striving with a hard 
judge. Once truly He was against thee ; thine 
hard-heartedness, thy iniquities, had put a fearful 
barrier between thee and thy Maker ; but now, 
in that thou seekest Him in His own appointed 
way. He is very gracious to thee — now His heart 
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is turned, for He is God and not man. (Hosea xi. 
8, 9.) Man^s mercy is often cruel, often fickle, 
but God has His own standard; He loveth mercy, 
and delighteth to bless ; He giveth ^^ according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus ;" therefore 
take Him at His word ; just as you are, look ; just 
as you are, ask ; and thou wilt be a cleansed for- 
given one. Henceforth He can no more remember 
thy sin, however deadly it has been, for, by deed 
of contract, it is blotted out of His book of remem- 
brance for ever. (Isaiah xliii. 25.) Henceforth 
He can only look on thee as one bought of His 
Son, as one washed in that Son*s blood — covered 
in that Son^s righteousness, as one whom that 
Son loves and reckons bone of His bone, and flesh 
of His flesh. (Ephesians v. 30.) 

Pray with agonised wrestling for a consciousness 
of sin, for a holy dread of God, for an overpower- 
ing sense of your awful condition by nature and 
by practice ; better, far better, have the muddy 
waters within stirred up now, than endure the 
agonies of a remorseful conscience throughout 
eternity. Give the Lord no rest till beyond a 
doubt you can recognise fulfilled in yourself that 
faith which is alone necessary to salvation. Lay 
no other healing salve to your conscience ; attempt 
not to gloss over the enormity of your sin, nor 



10 
teaching 

denmed 
^od, at! 
"^^ ofts 
^^^ (Nur. 
^^^ deut 
^ one of . 

iTmi civ 



tie 



P»-i^ 



^ 




fc» ^ 



12 THE SINNBB^S WAY OF ESCAPE. 

.your own utter helplessness to get rid of it ; but 
search your hidden depths with the lamp of God^s 
wordj under the guidance and with the help of 
His Spirit ; and then^ in painful amazement at de- 
filement exceeding far even what you had thought 
to be there, lay all bare to Jesus^ remind Him of 
His mission and promise to be the sin-bearer, ask 
Him for the gift of faitbj and doubt nor fear more, 
but humbly earnestly reckon all thy desire ful- 
filled; that He Aa« purged thee, that He haa 
clothed thee in the garments of His own spotless 
dazzling righteousness, that He has taken thee to 
be His own for ever. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Jeremiah xv. 16. — " Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them, and Thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of mine heart/' 



CHAPTER 11. 



A STEEP perfectly polished rock would defy the 
powers of the most skilful climber; but jutting 
projectious and imbedded twigs render the almost 
perpendicular accessible. And thus^ were the 
sinner left alone, after receiving forgiveness even, 
he could never reach the bright heights of Canaan, 
but God has strewn the way thither with powerful 
helps and sweet resting spots, and given full 
directions whereby every difficulty may be suc- 
cessfully overcome. Hence on looking into our 
title-deed for Heaven, and finding there that, 
albeit salvation is an unmerited free gift of grace, 
granted us through, and certified to us by, the 
blood of His Son, yet it is required of all its 
recipients to purify themselves even as He is 
pure, to become even on earth partakers of the 
Divine nature; we yet dare not be staggered 
with unbelieving fears as to the possibility of 
climbing the towering heights of perfection afront 
us. God cannot mock us, nor falsely allure to 
deceive; the ladder is not wanting where He 
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issues the invitation ^^come up hither;" He is 
just as well as loving, and having provided pardon 
for the past, and thereby inspired hope into the 
doomed one^s heart, equity demands equally with 
mercy that further every aid be given him to 
keep in the new path. For this purpose, in far- 
gone ages, the Triune G-od entered into solemn 
inter-compact, binding Himself by oath (Hebrews 
vi. 18) to save, to sanctify, and glorify weak and 
fallen man. Now, then, thou called one, seek to 
fathom the depths of that love which has redeemed 
thee, and be nerved thereby to mount the heights 
to which it bids thee welcome. '' Heaven is a 
prepared place for a prepared people ;" nothing 
unholy can enter therein; therefore it behoves 
thee urgently to make ready for thy removal 
thither. And do so with glad confidence, since 
" the balm of Gilead *'—^' the Physician there ''— 
the bread and water from Heaven (Isaiah xxxiii. 
16), the "iron and brass shoes,''' all forbid fear 
And demand trust for time, and promise joj for 
eternity. The Lord knows that the sinner is poor 
and has nothing to give, that it is only through 
lent grace he can fulfil any requirement of the 
law, that the new life He implants within the soul 
needs constant feeding, that the fire He has 
kindled requires constant replenishing ; a«d He 
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has, therefore, graciously met these necessities 
by providing various means of grace whereby the 
exotic may be preserved and matured. Forgiven 
the past, believer in and accepter of the finished 
work of Jesus, you now stand healed and cleansed ; 
but how long can you continue thus pure ? Not 
one moment alone ; Satan, the world, and your 
own inclination to evil, will soon mar the Saviour's 
work, and unless He further stretch forth His 
hand to keep you as well as to wash you, filthy 
as ever must you soon become. Some penitents 
He immediately removes beyond the power of 
fresh transgression, but others He would raise 
higher yet, and, in prolonging their day of 
temptation, give them to know the joy of living, 
not a life separate from His, but yet a life in 
which they themselves must put forth efibrt, and 
learn how blessed it is to grow in grace and 
knowledge, improving each talent committed to 
their care. Such precious trial of your faith is 
now vouchsafed you; gather up jealously for 
your Redeemer every fragment of opportunity, 
that nothing be wasted ; henceforth He calls on 
you not only to accept but to do ; yet not alone 
to do bntiin^l tHirigs to accept ; for " every good 
gifb and every perfect gift is from above," and 
'' grace for grace " can alone sustain and raise 
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us. He would have thee attain in thy very own 
person a faultless perfection like His own (St. 
Matthew, v. 48.); and follow in His own 
steps, feeding on the same food, hating and 
loving intuitively the same things, thoroughly 
joined in one spirit to Himself, and yet using thy 
peculiar talents and dispositions as a separate 
responsible member. He would pour grace into 
thy heart ; He would fill thee with all that a re- 
newed soul can long for. It remains but for thee 
to have a corresponding desire; the table is 
spread, bounteous is the repast; ''blessed" 
therefore " are they which do hunger and thirst.*' 
The Lord wills ; will you ? Seek desire, beloved, 
seek appetite ; there is pleasantness in having a 
want which can be immediately relieved. Do you 
long to be holy? you may be so. Have you 
admired the love of God ? His Spirit waits to 
implant the same in you. Whilst gazing on the 
Saviour's sinless self-sacrificing life, have you 
aspired to His perfect keeping of the law. His 
constant submission to, nay more,His feeding upon 
the Father's will ? Happy are you, for already 
introduced by covenant into oneness with Him, 
that union shall be increasingly perfected and 
eternally ratified. 

Seeing, then, that you and your Lord are of 
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one mind in this. matter, let us mark what helps 
He provides for mounting from a state of simple 
salvation to the yet more blessed one of sancti- 
fication. 

And chiefest of aU we must receive the pro- 
mised gift of the Father, an honoured guest, yet 
abiding inmate, into our hearts ; on us, as on our 
Master, He, '^the Spirit of the Lord,'' must 
'' rest /' to Him has been committed the teaching 
and guidance of the Church below, and on Him 
therefore we must simply, earnestly, submissively 
lean. *^ Shed forth,'' as rain on the newly-mown 
grass. He returns not to Heaven till He has 
identified Himself with each believer, purifying 
the heart fi^pm unholy weeds, and training it into 
a beautiful garden bearing much fruit ; moulding 
the believer after the pattern of the Head, and 
fitting Him as a simple " increase of the body " 
of Christ. Ifc is only through their application 
by Him that any of the means of grace can 
become effectual to a soul ; He alone can unravel 
Gospel mysteries and unlock hearts; He only 
can convince of sin, enable to resist temptation, 
and lead to Christ-like attainments ; '^ it is the 
Spirit that quickeneth." Seek we then to know 
and converse with Him more, drawing from Him 
continually the living power which shall make the 
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otherwise dead letter revivingfood;— and follow- 
ing Him to the pasture best suited for our soul's 
present need. Just as the bodily life is maintained 
only by constant imbibing of varied substances 
and fluids^ which tend to renew the bloody so can 
the inner spiritual life be preserved only by in- 
breathings of the Spirit of God^ and of grace out 
of the fulness of Jesus. The regenerated '^ man 
does not live by bread alone^ but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God/' How 
is it that there is so much lukewarmness and in- 
consistency amongst Christians ? that they com- 
plain so often of deadness^ want of progress, 
sometimes of less love and joy than they once 
knew ? .Because they are starved men.; too often 
they scarce take any heavenly food, too often they 
visit God's storehouse without the spirit, forget- 
ting their inability to digest one single truth 
unaided ; they are more lonely than God means 
them to be, too often walking without the Lord, 
and shutting themselves out from earthly commu- 
nion of saints. 

Again, we cannot too. highly estimate the sure 
word of prophecy, God's written will. Blessed 
are we, who can bring all things to this infallible 
test, who can meet every temptation with '^ it is 
written." Here is the key to unlock every diffi- 
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culty, the solver of every doubt, the mouthpiece 
of the Lord. In it is garnered up all manner of 
food for life's journey, and unto it must the 
Christian continually resort if he would be happy, 
if he would be strong, if he would walk worthy 
of his high calling. In it is the Law ; here only 
can he learn what his Master would have him do, 
and feel, and say ; hence only can he discriminate 
between what is sin and what holiness in the 
sight of Him who seeth not as man seeth. And 
in it is the new covenant of grace, which, while 
it points out the hopelessness of man^s unaided 
efforts to retrieve the Fall, reveals that marvellous 
plan by which he has been redeemed, and rein- 
stated into the position of a child of God. Blessed 
precepts and promises does it set forth, on which 
if he lay hold, they will raise him up to spiritual 
likeness to his God. Oh how important there- 
fore that we should dearly love, and fervently, 
prayerfully, continually study our Bible. If 
David found the law so sweet, what should be our 
estimate of it as seen in the clearer explanatory 
light of the Gospel, and with so many rich addi- 
tional portions added to it. If in the days of 
direct verbal communication from Heaven, the 
study of God's word was peremptorily enforced 
on, warmly commended to, and declared abso- 
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lately needful for, the Jew, how much more do 
we Gentiles of these latter days need cling to this 
pilot chart, this only infallible guide ! Let us lay 
such words as these to heart, — ^' This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night/' ''Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against Thee." And not content with mere 
head-knowledge, nor with seeing its uppermost 
truths, let us pray ever, '' Open Thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy 
law ;*' and let us anxiously laboriously seek deeper 
insight into that which God has so graciously 
revealed. In this study is a commencement of 
Heaven upon earth. It is the full, perfect, " eye 
to eye," revelation of God to His forgiven sanc- 
tified creatures that constitutes the joy of that 
land of light; but even now He has not left ffis 
called ones here to hope alone ; He grants them 
a blessed foretaste, a present fruition. The written 
word is one chief channel by which He would day 
by day talk with men, who will find, under the 
Spirit's enlightenment, that even the same text 
has an ever new voice; and those who have 
learnt thus to hold converse with God, and to 
feed on His word, amid all the rich experiences of 
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varied discipline, possess a joy deeper than the 
worldling can conceive. 

Beloved I^ do we not know something of the 
nutritious nature and deliciousness of this food ? 
Have there not been hours of unmingled intense 
delight as we pored over the sacred page, and 
found that which exactly suited our soul's neces- 
sity ? which, whilst sharpening our appetite, richly 
satisfied it ? Has it not appeased the insatiable 
cravings of our nature as nought else could do ? 
Has not this been an ever green spot in the 
barren wilderness ? Have not our souls danced 
for very joy with the sense of having received a 
portioii, of having imbibed unearthly refreshment, 
of having seen Him who gives it all, and of having 
entered into rest and eternal gladness ? It is well 
for us sometimes to be laid by with only the 
Spirit and Bible for companions ; it is well for 
awhile that every other voice be silenced, every 
other book shut ; assuredly the after testimony 
of every child of God that has been so circum- 
stanced wiU be an affirmative response to this — 
*'it is well V^ such a time will ever be recorded 
a bright epoch on memory^s tablet. Yes ! fellow- 
pilgrim, it is not an occasional Bible-reading, it 
is not a light glancing through a Scriptural por- 
tion, that will suffice thy soul. Thou must never 
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restj till thou hast tasted something of the spread 
feast ; thou must not leave off pondering on thy 
chosen passage^ till thou canst feel that some por- 
tion of it has even entered thee^ and become 
assimilated with thy very being. 

The Lord's Supper is another special help 
ordained for the believer's progress in sanctifica- 
tion and joyful assurance^ and it is one which 
must be specially dear to his hearty as the last 
legacy of his departing Master^ the dying gift of 
his best Friend. The command^ " Take — eat — 
drink — this do in remembrance of Me/' he seeks 
to obey as often as he can; not as a slavish 
' necessity, — ^but in very truth he feeds on Ohrist, 
receives Him intp his soul, is filled with satisfSsu)- 
tion. Doubtless this Sacrament i« one '^generally 
NECBSSAEY to salvation/' for few but have oppor- 
tunities of accepting their King's royal bidding, 
and wilful neglecting the Table would incur His 
just anger. It is not that there is any intrinsic 
value in the elements themselves, but obedience 
to His commands is a proof and part of faith. (St. 
James ii. 20.) And the growing believer, realis- 
ing in part the glorious designs for him of hia 
God, is unwilling to rest content with that little 
whereto he has already attained ; he is eager to 
range conqueror over the whole land of promise ; 
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wondermgly he marks the many of his brethren 
slack in going up (Joshua xviii. 3.)^ reckoning their 
Christian age advanced, yet satisfied with milk. 
(1 Corinthians iii. 2.) But satisfied^ indolent, he 
cannot be ; and therefore with intense desire he 
avails himself of every means of grace, seeking, 
through its help, a deeper knowledge in his heart, 
a brighter light on his path. This Sacrament is 
a stumbling-block to many ; some shrink from it 
who have yet lightly taken on themselves the 
vows of confirmation. Undoubtedly it is intended 
to be a service for believers only ; to His Supper 
Jesus bids only His chosen ; and to know whether 
he is entitled to attend as such is for each soul to 
determine, for surely there is a solemn awe con* 
nected with the mystery of the bread and wine. 
Believer ! this is a means of nourishing the new 
life in thee which thy Master has specially pro- 
vided, yet dread such unworthy eating and drink- 
ing of the sign as shall, through absence of the 
grace, bring damnation instead of blessing. But 
if, on examining thyself in the stillness of '^ thy 
eloset,'' on thy knees before thy open Bible, thoa 
canst find a sense of sin, a dread of its wages, a 
true sorrow for its committal in the past, an ear- 
nest resolve to do battle against it in the future, 
with a full trust in the Saviour's power and wil- 
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Jingness to absolve you, then may you go up to 
the Feast rejoicing, for assuredly your presence 
there will be but the outward acknowledgment of 
your persuasion that you can do nothing to save 
yourself, but that you look to the precious blood 
and righteousness of Christ only for salvation. 

By all who are calmly, joyfully, humbly realis- 
ing their position as engrafted members of His 
body, this Sacrament must be felt to be most 
delicious and helpful ; they go to it for rest, for 
food, for intimate converse with Jesus, to feast 
with Him on His ^^ fat things/' It is the nearest 
type to the Supper of the Lamb that is granted 
the believer ; like that it is a feast of rejoicing, a 
banquet beyond the oft supplied meal ; a trium- 
phant participating already in the richest privi- 
leges of redemption, by those who have entered 
into the rest (Hebrews iv. 3.)^ granted even on 
this side Jordan. And like that it is the Feast 
for the Children, not for each child separately. 

And this brings us to another means of grace, 
namely, the communion of saints; they are not 
simply units, but a holy brotherhood, and God 
wills them to do personal spiritual service to each 
other as well as to unbelievers ; to be a living 
manifested agency for the building up each other 
in all the graces of the Head. It is felt by many 
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Christians^ when meeting each other, that, as- 
sured of their accordance in feeling upon the 
topics of dearest moment to each, they may then 
safely unbend and converse of other themes, or 
of the generalities of religious work and theories 
only j but surely this is a mistake ; one of those 
too common ones which tend to lower the standard 
attained by believers generally; since they are 
called to be a holy, a peculiar people ; "perfect,*' 
not only as individuals, but as a " hody^^ " fitly 
joined together,'* and making increase of itself 
through " that which every joint supplieth, accord- 
ing to the eflfectual working in the measure of 
every part." Therefore is it truly the most 
evident badge of discipleship if there be this love, 
this oneness, this community of thought and 
action between the "members'* (St. John xiii. 35.), 
because it is so contrary to the selfishness of the 
natural man, who looks only " on his own things," 
and bears only his own burden, loving only where 
he is loved, and giving only " to be seen of men," 
or to gratify some personal impulse. The com- 
munion of saints, though often, thanks be unto 
God, it sanctifies and intensifies the blessings of 
relationship and friendship, is something beyond 
the holiest deepest natural love, existing where 
the other cannot ; because there is here so much 
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that is mdovely^ often repulsive^ even in the re- 
newed; also differently constituted, differently 
educated minds receive the same truth in varied 
lights ; therefore the need is great for patience 
and humility — ^for hoping the best when professors 
are inconsistent, and differ in their interpretations 
of Scripture and manner of life. But adding to aU 
that is beautiful in mere earthly love, let us rise 
up at our Master's call to be helpers to one 
another's joy (2 Corinthians i. 24.), and in veiy 
truth seek to love our neighbour as ourselves. 
(St. Luke X. 27.) The Master's presence and 
converse of old made the hearts of the disciples 
bum as they took their quiet Sabbath walk to- 
gether; and conscious fellowship with Him gave 
Paul the glad confidence that he would spread 
powerfully the heaven-received flame ; as he wrote, 
" I long to see you, that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift ;" — " I am sure that when I come 
unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the bless- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ." In like manner, 
though in different degrees, is it passing through 
each human link composing the grand chain of 
God^s elect ; though often also it is caught direct 
from heaven without such medium, and in all cases 
it bums only through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. May God give us to realise better what 
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He would have the converse of His people to be, 
teaching us so to listen to, and speak with. Him, 
that we may have a something from the Lord to 
say; whilst yet coming, like Moses, from the 
Mount, we may not be hasty to speak, but 
" soberly '' pass along earth's highway, brightly 
reflecting the rays of the glory on which by faith 
we are ever gazing, and reverently, lovingly, 
eagerly setting forth ^^ that which we have seen 
and heard /' thus by look and word speeding our 
fellow-pilgrims '' onwards, upwards, homewards,^' 
and causing the very varieties in temperament and 
circumstance to tend to the symmetry and more 
perfect knowledge of the whole body of Christ ; 
each one taking of that he receives and passing it 
on with the fervour of one who has himself fed 
thereon and been revived. 

To some few is granted the peculiar privilege of 
the ministry of a true Shepherd of " the Flock," 
a watcher for souls (Hebrews xiii. 17), a Feeder 
(1 Peter v. 2) of the spiritually hungry ; of one 
whose profession gives him time and special 
opportunities for excelling in knowledge and in 
singleness of aim and work ; and who ought to 
be as an angel amongst the many of necessity 
immersed in worldly cares. The sympathy, the 
advice, the prayers of such an one is one of God's 
richest blessings. 
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And lastly, as our space will not admit of more 
specialities, there is the power of prayer — the key 
that unlocks all the treasures of the Bedeemer 
through faith — from which nothing is kept back-j- 
to which the promise is given every " mountain '' 
of difficulty shall be removed — *'all things are 
yours/* 

And if still we feel pained by the conviction 
that perfection may not be the frail creature's on 
earth, say — are not there yet unfolded to us 
heights which we may even now climb and enjoy 
without satiation .or Umit ; and shall we not lay-to 
every muscle so to run that we may surmount 
them, and be of the number who shall be found 
to have, to whom ^^ shall be given '^ more, when 
the Master returns to take account of His servants. 







CHAPTER III. 

t^L Jjttke XLu. 24,— "Strive to enter in at the strait gate; 
for many. I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
#}mll not be able." 



CHAPTER m. 

STEUOaLB FOR YOUB LIFE. 

Steugole for your life! I have advisedly 
chosen these words^ because the analogy is so 
striking ; intuitively nature clings to its beings it 
wrestles with the destroyer against annihilation^ 
its vitality is dear to it^ it gasps for the air on 
which it feeds^ only with pain — ^with effort — ^sub- 
mits to die. And like sweetness does grace 
attach to the new and higher life of the redeemed^ 
regenerated soul. More highly to be esteemed 
than his earthly existence^ or his most tenderly 
cherished possession ; such is the reckoning the 
believer makes of that breath of the Spirit of God 
— ^that hidden oneness with Jesus^ which nought 
but sin can destroy. 

Believer I are you rightly appreciating this 
blessed gift from above ; this second^ superadded^ 
superior life, to give you which cost the Son of 
G-od His life f Do you feel that, rather than lose 
the eternal blessedness which is the sequence, the 
glorious winding-up of a heavenly life on earth, 
you would give up all that time deems dearest and 
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most attractive ? Are you caring less for present 
ease than for growing holiness and increasing 
attainment ? Are you alive to the constant hellish 
efforts of Satan to snatch from jou your hope of 
life everlasting by luring you to present self- 
indulgence and fatal inaction ? Can you confess 
yourself to be contiimally racing, struggling, 
fighting ? Are you scarred through the multipli- 
city of wounds received inhordfought engagements 
in which you yourself have taken no idle uncon- 
eerned part? Are you Weaafy with incessant 
watches, from keeping which you dare not desist T 
Is your every chi^ interest absorbed m gaining 
the mind that was in Christ Jesus, in reaching 
unto the mansions He is preparing above, in 
drawing others thitherward with you, in adding 
to the number of your Lord's glorious triumphs, 
of His enemy^s defeats ? Is your passion, as well 
as your common sense; your admiring love, as 
well as your grateful offering of duty— engaged in 
this struggle ? Are your heart, your lip, and 
your life, given wholly to your King f If so, 
blessed are you ; but even if not yet wholly so, if 
less high has been your boast, your desire, your 
aim, or at least your attainment, still blessed are 
you if in any measure you are thus following in 
this heavenward path. But blessed only will 
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jou continue^ if the road is pursued^ if the languid 
steps are urged faster^ if the faint desires are 
quickened^ if the partial consecration is wholly 
dedicated^ if the flame is kindled into an all-Gon- 
suming fire. This is true repentance — ^to leave 
behind those fondnesses of the past which are 
inconsistent with present profession^ and contrary 
to the will of Him, who^ in return for salvatiou^ 
demands man^s all. This is true faith-— -to grapple 
hold of eternity's joys and holiness by unweariedly 
struggling to enter on them at once in part^ and 
possess them now in measure. And if this demand 
a perpetual effort^ a cruel warfare^ incessant self- 
crucifizion^ who dare say that the cost is too great 
for the crown, that the temporary privations and 
sorrows ate not more than counterbalanced by the 
coming superabundance of all that heart can 
desire and conceive of plenty and gladness 7 
Unquestionably sanctification does demand that 
thought, eflTort, desire, and every talent, be con- 
centrated on the search after it ; the case is one 
of life and death ; for dread is the assurance of the 
loving merciful Giver of salvation, "Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all /' " strive to enter in at 
the strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, will seek 
to enter in^ and shall not be able;'^ ^' if any man 

D 2 
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will come after Me^ let him deny himself y and take 
up bis cross^ and follow Me '/* and immeasurably 
bigb^ beyond man^s utmost stretchy the uplifted 
standard^ ''be ye perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect/' 

Are you aware of having a cross /or Christ ? I 
do not ask whether you know trouble, since that 
is alike the portion of all ; but do you any and 
every day undergo some chafing, some crossing 
of the will, which you would not have to bear, 
were you not a follower of Jesus ? Do you ever 
deny yourself any luxury or gratification, that 
you may have somewhat more of substance, time, 
or self to lay at His feet ? Can you trace any 
advance in your educational condition ? Are sins 
generally now nipped in the bud at least? Is 
impatience confined to feeling? worldliness to 
thought ? anger tp momentary inward irritation ? 
Is it becoming a habit to regulate your life with 
thought for others before self ? 

Because of the treachery of the heart, and the 
unfriendliness of so many of the influences bearing 
on the ''new'' creation, pray for an enlightened 
judgment — to be kept from self-deception ; hour 
by hour if possible, at least night by night, test 
the actions, thoughts, and motive principles. 
How solemn the Lord'& own warning against 
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doing right to win man's praise only; how 
strongly he urges the danger attending the per- 
formance of even good actions (Matthew vii. 22.); 
is not the possibility of finding one's self mistaken^ 
disappointed at the last, sufficient to induce every 
care now ? Never on this side Jordan can the 
child of God count himself to have apprehended^ 
Dangers will remain through the whole of life's 
journey ; a deceitful heart and ambushed enemy 
will make temptations abound where and when 
least expected ; and wisdom therefore demands 
that, instead of foolishly blinding himself to a 
painful truth, he should confront it with unflinch- 
ing faith, calm resolve, and constant humble 
prayer. '^ Whatsoever is bom of God overcometh 
the world ;" such is the motto of him that is bom 
again ; " whosoever is born of God sinneth not, 
but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, 
and that wicked one toucheth him not." The 
flesh and its lusts must be subdued, its infirmities 
overcome (1 Corinthians is. 27.) ; the members 
must become handn^aids of the soul, so that by 
body, as well as by spirit, God may be glorified. 
(1 Corinthians vi. 20.) It is no excuse to plead 
temptation, for with such the redeemed is called 
to contend ; Satan must be trampled under foot, 
resisted unto death. No quarter must be given 
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to the eneznioB of the Master^ no harbonr to the 
first tamperers seeking to steal away unnoticed 
that spark of life^ that breath of His Spirit^ which 
He has entrusted to our keeping. '^ Occupy till 
I come/^ is the charge given us. Though Sinai's 
thunders have given place to Calvaiy^s still voice 
of love^ oh let us never forget that Sinai^s law 
is confirmed and made still more binding by 
Calvary's redemption ; if fear induced obedience 
to the one^ gratitude demands self-surrender to 
the latter. It is a hard lesson to learn by expe- 
rience that sanctification is generally a long work 
nec)B8sitating severe discipline. It is no partial 
conquest that the Spirit seeks to wiu^ no mere 
temporary advantage that contents Him, no half 
heart will He accept; no imperfect work will He 
suffer to go forth from His workshop. Just as 
^'behold, it was veiy good,'' was the impress 
stamped on every atom and creature at the close 
of the six days of earthly creation, so must, so 
shall, the same seal emblazon every soul new bom 
and educated of Him at the end of time's working 
days. God's great purpose is to have a people 
'^ conformed to the image of His Son ;" therefore 
*' if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of His ;" and the Saviour Himself distinctly 
states, ^^ if any man love Me he will keep My 
words." 



»TRV<3tCltLE FOB TOIJB LIFS. 89 

Bat even here^ in workings it is faith alone that 
conquers (1 John v. 4, 5.), for, even as man is 
powerless to save himself^ so, being saved, he 
can alone do nothing to give evidence of his new 
birth, of the sincerity of his love and repentance ; 
so &r onlj can he give ont any grace as it is 
borrowed from above. One alone has proved 
complete victor over Satan, and only in, as well 
as through. Him ccm others in like manner 
sncceed. Beloved, remember tiiis always, and 
never fry to stand (done^ for you cawnot^ — and 
even conld you satisfy yourself, the Father would 
not be pleased, nor accept your offering at all 
(Genesis iv. 3, 5.), for in His sight, no|; only are 
^^all our righteousnesses as filthy rags,^' but, 
even the attempt to be righteous alone is dia-* 
pleasing; His ddight is in honour being paid to 
Jesus, to Whom He desires all glory to be 
ascribed. (I Timothy ii. 5.) Therefore whatever 
the pres^it matter may be which the Spirit has 
in hand to teach thee, whatever ^elf-denial, self- 
control, painstaking laborious effort it entails, 
kick not '^ against the pricks," make not His 
work still harder, but meekly teachably yield 
thyself, as moistened clay, as molten metal, into 
the hands of the Great Artificer, knowing that He 
has the ability, the will, the love, the patience, so 
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to fashion thee^ as to make thee throughout 
eternity a living monument of symmetrical beauty 
and surpassing altitude^ redounding to His praise^ 
and a joy to thyself. "Pray without ceasing*' 
for that grace without which thine own unassisted 
effort would prove altogether unavailing. Lay 
thy powers alongside of His, let thy will be bent 
into complete rmion with His, and thy heart beat 
a true second to all His desires; further His 
blessed coping with thy fallen rebellious nature 
by every means in thy power. If He, the King 
of Kings, the Enthroned over all, the Maker and 
Possessor of all things, thus interests, thus exerts. 
Himself in behalf of such a puny unit as thou art, 
surely it is thy part manfully to fight under His 
banner, to wrestle mightily in thine own cause, to 
shun every hindrance, to seize every help, to be 
altogether in earnest in seeking '' first the king- 
dom of God, and His righteousness/' Interest, 
on all that thou now expendest in this work, is 
accumulating for thee in Heaven's Treasury; 
soon thou shalt find that the temporary cost has 
been no rash, no useless, speculation; but a wise, 
a provident, a (beyond all expectation — ^beyond 
the utmost reckoning of hope — ) productive 
investment. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Szekiel xz. 35.—" I will bring you into the wilderneas, 
and there will I plead with yon face to face." 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE DBSBBT BITTERNESS. 



" Happy is the mau that feareth alway ;'' jwa, 
blessed they who ever walk softly^ aa in GoH'a 
^ight^ daily bearing His painful probingB and xm^ 
welcome revelations of the sickness and filth 
within. Safer, happier far such a position^ than 
the obtaining temporary peace by shutting out 
the knowledge of the truth. Here is life, there 
is the seed of joy eternal, in such fear of the 
Lord, for the unshrinking unqualified committal 
of a case to Him gives opportunity for applying 
the needed remedy «re disease has so spread 
through and poisoned the whole frame as to ex<- 
tinguish all hope for the long infatuated sufferer. 

But beyond the habitual pruning, there is a 
need-be at times for more special corrective effort 
on Ood^s part* Amongst the incessant claims of 
life in health, the attention can be distracted 
from His lighter disciplinings. His faithful preach- 
ings to the soul may be hurried over. Therefore 
in love, though may be in chastisement also. He 
sometimes strikes hard, insisting on attention by 
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enforcing stillness^ bringing the soul alone into 
His presence cliamber^ and there^ where the ear 
cannot be deafened by other sounds^ nor the face 
proudly turned aside in scornful denial or in- 
difference^ He opens out before it its utter 
pollution. 

It may be^ fellow-pilgrim^ that it is to such a 
time thou art now brought ; oh strive^ not to pass 
through it as lightly and quickly as may be but^ 
to give earnest heed to the truthful representa- 
tions and loving pleadings of thy Teacher. It is 
a' solemn^ an awful hour when the Searcher of 
hearts meets us eye to eye spiritually^ and brings 
before us aU the hidden^ presumptuous^ remem- 
bered and forgotten sins of childhood, youth, 
manhood, and it may also be of old age ! How 
fearftdly has sin had dominion over us ! How 
often has lust sat on our heart's throne ! How 
has self been pampered I How often and how 
greatly has our tongue offended, testifying to the 
yet blacker guiltiness within ! How have we 
unkindly treated and wronged our neighbour! 
How ''earthly, sensual, devilish,'* have been 
many of our desires ! How have we broken our 
vows, and lightly esteemed our covenants, God- 
wards ! How awful the aggregate of sins which 
at times crowd upon memory I But more terrible 
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still the fact that they form but a part^ and that. 
a small one^ of all that tmthftd record has entered 
against us in the book of Judgment ! ^* These 
things hast thon done ;'' snch is the Judge's de- 
claration, denial of th^ truth of which were vain, 
and no effort of will, no repentance, no future 
obedience can cancel the condemning list. Would 
that this truly horrible condition were more 
keenly felt by us ! Would that we trembled, we 
feared, we sorrowed more exceedingly ! When 
He strips the tinsel off past life, revealing the 
falsiiy of many motives, the selfishness — ^the sin- 
fulness of many actions, which before we deemed 
among the few in which we could rejoice ; when 
He brings to remembrance wasted opportunities, 
moments, running into hours, frittered on self or 
the world j bitter must be the remorse! — :har- 
rowing the memories ! Never can they be atoned 
for by us, and perhaps to thee will health and 
strength never return, even to prove thy con- 
trition. In this wilderness God reveals what is 
less clearly manifested to His working children ; 
He opens hidden things ; He sets forth eternity 
in startling colours ; He makes bare that which 
had been wrapped in false drapery. Well may 
''tears *' be the '' meat," and sorrow almost past 
endurance the portion of every soul thus e:i^er- 
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daedl— Yet desp^ not; for thy Lord is thna 
Iimnbling and distressing thee^ by the clearer 
revelation of Himself and thyself, not to extin* 
guish every spark of gladness, nor to remove 
every atom of thy long-chenshed hope for eternity > 
bnt to induce thee to fling thyself with more 
simple dependence than ever at the feet of that 
Saviour who died in thy stead, the just for the 
unjust, that He might raise thee, poor miserable 
sinner, to a place by His side in glory. There iS 
infinite mercy in thus giving thee the bread and 
water of affliction for thy food awhile ; the pro- 
inised near interview in the desert is much to be 
prized of one who sincerely desires to be perfected 
in graoe ; if God's present just indignation and 
reproach. His sharp chastening, are received 
meekly— if guilt and desert of death are humbly 
tearfully confessed, then through all eternity shalt 
thou have cause to bless Him for this call into 
the lonely wilderness; the knowledge of evil 
proving to thee, through our second Adam, the 
way of life. Best assured that as soon as the 
bitter aliments, the nakedness, the rebuke, the 
state of utter wretchedness and helplessness, 
have done their work. He will make thee glad 
again with the full deep sett]^d conviction of 
His love towards and satisfaction in thee. 
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ihrongh and for the sake of His Son Jesus 
Christ* 

Enmity to God is indigenoiw to erery heartr^ 
the test of this is the law of God; but proud 
nature revolts from believing this truths and 
shrinks from accepting a declaration so humilia- 
ting; so full of warning | and it is only as the 
believer grows in grace^ and is engaged in con- 
stant fights with the enemy that he learns how 
many^ how strongs and how natural to him his 
besetting sins are; how true it i% that it is 
difficult to do nght^ easy to do wrong. To say 
we believe it is one thing ; to know it with the 
npe experience of an aged Christian (aged in the 
Christian life) is quite another ; and it is partly 
the revelation of this^ the making us feel our 
hatred to Him, that causes the wilderness meeting 
to be so painful, so dreary, so constrained. But 
if we would be true to ourselves we must seek to 
know the whole truth ; we must mistrust ourselves 
continually, and question every motive, every 
thought and action, for '^ it is an idle thing to 
dream of rest,'^ unless we make ourselves fit for 
it. It is well then to '' undress''^ the soul in the 
presence of the Searcher of hearts, well to let 
memory relive the past, noting not only the very 
' evident sins, but also, with what sad insidiouaneas,, 
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wliat unlooked-for consequence^ of eyil^ the links 
of cause and effect have bound one event to 
another ; how faults^ once triflings have become 
habits of sin ; and indulged infirmities made 
temptation often irresistible ; well to learn from 
our own ^story how that contrariety to Gk>d^s 
will, which is deaths is bound up in our very 
nature ; that pained and penitent we may set 
ourselves to attain that holiness of life which 
must follow true reconciliation^ that oneness with 
God's will which is life^ with a deeper consciousness 
of our own utter inability even to will anything 
pure and acceptable in His sights and a more 
humble earnest leaning on Him for the grace He 
requires of us. 

It is so difficult to escape self-deception ; Satan 
employs this tool perhaps most in the cases of 
those who dwell much on religious subjects. 
God be thanked therefore for every person^ every 
discipline, that makes us know the truth more 
clearly. For sinners was redemption provided, 
and if few shall at the last (St. Matthew vii. 14) 
be saved, it will be because '' the eyes of their 
f/ understanding '' were unenlightened during 
'' the day of salvation/' they had not " received 
the love of the truth/* they had believed ''a lie.'* 
But for all who are burdened with a sense of the 
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deceitfiilness and desperate wickedness of their 
hearts^ wlio are mourning that the once blank 
tablet of life has been so fearfully, so irretrievably 
filled with all manner of ^'presumptuous sins*' 
and '^ secret faults/' who are exclaiming ''woe is 
me, for I am undone,'' whose consciences con* 
demn them as amongst the chief of sinners, — 
there is hope—bright joyous hope that shall 
never make ashamed those who accept the salva* 
tion oflTered." For such Scripture teems with 
comfort and guidance ; to be made thus broken- 
hearted through conviction of sin should be our 
fervent prayer and effort. When the wilderness 
interview has bowed down the hard heart, and 
oppressed the soul once dwelling " at ease," and 
all parts of the Bible are eagerly, anxiously 
sought for and devoured, telling of hope for the 
vilest, how sweetly sound the Saviour Judge's 
words to the sinning woman, "Neither do I con- 
demn thee; go, and sin no more;" men would 
have stoned her for the comparatively small 
measure of sin they saw in her, albeit sinners 
themselves (probably rather from a love of judg* 
ing others than from real hatred of the sin) ; but 
He, though He knew all the utter depravity of 
her whole being, loved mercy best, and freely 
forgave without a word even of deserved reproach. 
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And when humblDcl nigh nnfco despair^ and con-' 
vineed — ^her sin was nothing to mine — He speaks 
to us further comfort stilly and gives a promise 
embracing the utmost amount of sin that can 
possibly be brought to Him ; " Him that cometh 
to Me I will in no wise cast out -/* imutterably 
precious assurance from the lips of the Unchange- 
able I He cannot unsay^ or act contrary to His 
own word, but will glorify Himself by proving 
His grace all-sufficient, and by honouring faith 
hung on His assurance that salvation ^'to the 
uttermosf is " laid up'' for all who lay hold on 
Him — ^the Eock of Ages. 

Oh how sadly must every child of God perceive 
that His felt experience falls far short of that unto 
Which he is called; that contact with a wicked 
world deadens sensibility to sin; that lust and 
passion allure into idolatry ; that indolence hin- 
ders the upward soar ; and that the near things 
of time, many of them good in themselves, pre- 
occupy often the mind, and blind to the superior 
beauty and joy of holiness ! What power nature 
still has ! How little grace triumphs in us I 
Strange how little straitening (St. Luke xii. 50) 
we feel after the Baptism of the Cross, after '^fel- 
lowship'' with Christ's sufferings ! — Strange how 
little fear in treading forth into the unknown 



THE DESEICT BITTERNESS. 61 

future, engaging in new duties, entering on fresh 
ties, taking on ourselves increased responsibili- 
ties, making new acquaintances destined to in- 
fluence us for good or evil for ever ! Thank God, 
then, dear sufferer, for remembering your ne- 
cessity, and leading you to fast apart ; seek His 
Spirit's aid that His own purpose maybe fulfilled, 
in the making manifest to thee thine own barren- 
ness — save for evil — in causing thee to '^ hunger 
affcer righteousness^' — in nerving thee to do battle 
with self, Satan, and the world — ^in giving thee 
the love of lone still communings with Jesus, and 
the '^mighty faith" which 'Maughs at impossi- 
bilities, and cries it shall be done." 



£ 2 



CHAPTER V. 

8t, Mark vi. 31. — " Come ye yourselveif apart into a 
desert place, and rest awhile." 



CHAPTER V. 



THE DESERT BEST. 



These are times wheu a believer feels that 
though he is in a desert place^ yet he has not. 
been brought there for a punishment^ because he 
has been found " careful and troubled about 
many things," lading '^ himself with thick clay/'* 
No! the ecstatic joy he is now realising, the 
intimate communion with Him Whom his soul 
loveth (Canticles i. 7), he cannot but joyously 
thankfully accept as a mark o{ his Lord^s appro- 
bation for true self-dedication and faithful service, 
as an earnest of yet nearer and dearer fellowship^ 
God thus gives His child interludes of refreshing 
fioul-holyday, staying, in tender sympathy for his 
wearied frame, life's busy wheels awhile, making 
him glad with blessed revelations of Himself and 
whispers of His love, and giving him time richly 
to enjoy Him. These peaceful seasons are the 
peculiar portion of those who have continued 
with Jesus in His temptations (St. Luke xxii. 28) ; 
such know somewhat of ^' the fellowship of Hia 
sufferings ;" they have often successfully com- 
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bated against trials of faith and obedience from 
without and within;— they have witnessed for 
Jesas^ and^ like their exalted Leader^ in due time 
they taste the sweets of victory^ and^ not only 
shall have an eternal Sabbath but, abeady enter 
into rest. Past conflicts and weariness make the 
resting-place more welcome^ just as sleep is 
sweetest after labour. Thus, though he waits for 
glory/ the saint rejoices in partial possession 
already ; under oppression the words of his God 
"do good^' to his heart; his sinking frame is 
upheld, and his soul filled with joy to overfl,ow- 
ing. The circumstances, reckoned unmitigatingly 
trying and painful by the world, are full of their 
own peculiar gladi^ss to the believer; it cannot 
understand the wilderness joy; with wonderment 
it gazes on the unearthly " rapture of repose '' 
amidst fleshly affliction s-~and inly yearns after 
the philosopher's stone which thus turns all to 
gold, making the bitter sweet, the rough places 
plain, darkness light, and night day. But " the 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him -/^ 
to them only is it that the wilderness becomes as 
Eden, and that life, shorn of its brightest natural 
attractions, is yet full of joy, when the voice is 
heard walking in the midst. To them only is 
revealed the grandeur of life when sanctified by 



THE DESEBT BEST. 55 

the double vivification of the Spirit^ so that '' a« 
He is, 80 are we in this world;** He makes them 
feel that He and His people are one^ that there is 
no separation of beings but unity and commonness 
of life between them ; Himself the Yine^ they the 
branches. Himself the Head, they the members, 
— " perfect in one /' one with His Father, with 
Himself, with each other. ''As He is P* The 
Son of Grod, the Son of man, '' the first-fruits of 
the dead,^' — ^the Lord's servant, man's fellow. 
They are heirs of glory, and all that is theirs in 
prospect is in fact theirs already ; they may count 
it as their own possession; may live freely with- 
out thought (St. Matthew vi. 34), though bearing 
awhile, it may be, the drapery of want or woe, 
knowing that power is given them, that they 
have the key to the Lord's heart, from Whom 
they may obtain every needed and wished-for 
good thing ; that their every interest is dear to 
Him Who is King over all. Thus they walk, as 
it were, with one foot in Heaven; having laid 
hold on the promises, they have become '' par- 
takers of the Divine Nature;" and g^sp the 
rich glorious mystery — '' Christ in you, the hope 
of glory — ^and ye are in Him." 

''Eest awhile 1^* Not for long! the work is 
too great, the day too . short, to allow of a long 
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rest ; therefore whilst it lasts we must make the 
most of it, revelling in its anticipatory and pre- 
sent satisfaction, and eagerly drinking in know- 
ledge, wisdom, and strength, that we may have 
more to lay at the Saviour^s feet and expend in 
His service of winning souls. "Rest awhile!" 
Here is a something beyond the constant peace — 
the abiding gladness— of the believer. This is that 
desert solitude from which the bride comes up 
" leaning upon her beloved ;" — ^this is the " ban- 
queting house*' over which floats His '^banner 
liove," — this is the midday shadow which sends 
a thrill of relief and repose unutterable I And 
though the outward cause of the enforced stillness 
be very bitter to flesh and spirit, we sfuill find it 
rest ; though we " fear*' as we enter " into the 
cloud'' we shall hear out of it things most pre- 
cious, most soul-gladdening, otherwise hidden 
from us. 

^'Come" not "go!" Oh wondrous blessed 
difference — the one Heaven — ^the other Hell. 'Tis 
Jesus calls— oh who would not " run after" Him, 
who would not be one of His resting (Canticles 
i. 7) flock, who would not hang in breathless 
longing, in wondering delight, on His words of 
love and light 1 " Lord, Thou knowest all things ; 
Thou knowest that I love Thee;" "speak, for 
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Thy servant heareth ;'* " draw me, stay me, com- 
fort me, teach me, set me as a seal upon thine 
heart, as a seal upon thine arm/' And He mil; 
He will, as it were, empty Himself of " His ful- 
ness and grace,'* and pour of it, of His " living 
water/' His Spirit (Isa. bd. 1) into us, making 
our hearts " bum within us," as He talks with us 
and opens to us '^ the things concerning Himself,'' 
*' the mysteries of the Kingdom," the Father's 
secrets (St. John xvi. 25), manifesting Himself 
as Immanuel, Saviour, Elder Brother, Friend. 
It is to the lovingly meditative and lovingly 
obedient disciple that such manifestation will be 
made, the holder of His sayings in the heart as 
well as the doer of His work ; (the true lover of 
Jesus ever "Aa/A" some of His words hidden in 
the heart (Psa. cxix* 11), and constantly strives 
to walk in the letter and in the spirit of His com- 
mandments ;) it is to the walker, and pleader, and 
watcher in the Spirit, that the Master reveals 
"Himself speaking from Heaven (Eev. i. 10), for 
^' to him that hath shall be given." 

'' Come ye yotirselves apart.'* Here is another' 
element in many a bitter cup, which the love of 
Christ changes from a curse and sorrow into a 
blessing and gladness. '' Apart 1" away from 
human brotherhood of spirit, beyond the pale of 
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and misunderstood by fleshly sympathy^ but 
with Him Who knows, thy past^ the individuali- 
ties of thy character^ and the way yet before 
thee^ and Who will now '' say'' to the soul some 
of the '' many thingi^'' He has long had it in His 
heart to unfold^ according as He shall find capa- 
bility to receive, and strength to "bear" them, — 
feeding with " meaV' the hitherto milk-nourished 
''babe,'' and building up and stablishing the 
''rooted" believer. It is. well thus to "rc«/" 
and ^' apart *^ — ^for even His work cannot take 
the place of communion and "fellowship" (of 
spirit) with the Father, and with His Son-* 
nay more it may hinder if engaged in without 
such interwssionje for it may surcharge the mind 
and heart with spiritud burdens, and overtax the 
fi*ame, leaving it unfit for personal devotion — thu^ 
may a " keeper of the vineyairds" of others neglect 
to keep his own; thus may "the companions 
hearken to" a voice, telling forth even of good 
things, and yet that voice be silent Grodwards ! 
It is well thus to " rest" " apart," that the soul 
may discover whether any self-deception remains; 
whether it is able to apprehend a rest so contrary 
in its very nature to anything known by the 
natural non-spiritually discerned; whether, in 
very truth, Jesus has so taken the place of self on 
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its throne^ that His loves^ Histastes» His inte- 
rests^ His thoughts^ His wageSj His " manner of 
life'' (as it were)^ have become the dominant 
6nes ; identified with^ naturalised into^ our very 
being. And in proportion as it is so will be 
the blessedness^ the enjoyment of the Desert 
Best. 

Best with Jesus! Oh wondrous reality of 
untold bliss, not reserved for the perfected saint 
in glory only^ but granted also to the struggling 
saint on earth ; its secret ^o may tell ? not the 
freed spirit alone, but they whom Christ hath 
delivered from the wages of, and is delivering 
from the power of, sin. Secrets of knowledge, 
of holiness, of love, uubosomed confidences on 
both sides ; the '' all truth,'' for which both mind 
and heart crave, the treasures of tenderly at- 
tached affections overflowing into each other, the 
disciple giving in the tale of His work. His 
cares. His joys. His every thought and wish, with 
unlimited unreserved openness and trust — the 
Master opening out, as he is able to ''bear it," 
His thoughts. His purposes. His grace. His 
reasons. 

To such hallowed rest, beloved, seek to come. 
'' Commune with your own heart, and be atilL'^ 
Listen for the whispers of Jesus' love, the teach- 
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ings of His Spirit; open your own inner self to 
His eye^ cast every idol at His feetj and wait on 
Him, for '' Iblessed^' (Isaiah xxz. 18.) are all such ; 
'' blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching 
daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My 
doors/* 



CHAPTER VI. 

Zephaniah iii. 2. — " She received not correction." 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE NEED OP PATIENCE. 

SuFFBBSB ! I bear thee a solemn word to-day; 
I beseech thee grant it thy fixed attention^ and 
pray that it may be transferred to thy hearty and 
there bring forth much fruit. The curse rests on 
*' the whole creation /' there is no heart but has 
its bitterness^ no path but has its cross ; none 
can altogether shun trouble^ nor escape care; 
therefore deem not that it follows of necessity 
that thy sickness is a badge of discipleship. Evi- 
dently the Bible teaching is that God's punish- 
xtteiSLts are often in vain (Jeremiah ii. 20) ; that 
many afflicted ones are twice chastised^ here and 
hereafter. Some will not receive His correction ; 
though dying of an otherwise incurable disease^ 
they will not gently submit themselves to the 
good Physician. Many deem endurance and re- 
ception of affliction one and the same thing ; but 
oh it is far otherwise ; one is obligatory^ unavoid- 
able — ^the other optional. How much then hangs 
on a right appreciation of what is accepting unto 
salvation^ or refusing unto deaths this same 
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trouble! — He who kicks '^against the yoke*' 
is striving with his Maker^ opposing his School- 
master^ incurring wrath^ multiplying sorrows unto 
himself. Alas ! there are many whose whole life 
is one scene of distressing pain and weakness^ 
who yet are as determinedly enemies to God as 
those who in health actively serve Satan and self^ 
and swiftly run into fleshly corruptions of all 
kinds. God tries the reins and the hearty He 
searches the thoughts^ feelings^ and motives^ He 
examines the very mainspring of life and action ; 
stoical endurance^ strong-minded mastery of mind 
over matter — is not acceptable in His sight ; He 
looks to see the humbled hearty the tear for sin> 
the bowed backj the bended knee^ the loving 
grateful smile ; and loves to hear the confession 
that His severe treatment is deserved and needed, 
and the voice of praise issuing from trembling 
lips. This is it to accept His smiting — this is it 
to be such a sorrower now as to be a rejoicer 
hereafter— this is it to be so corrected in time 
as to be assuredly exalted for eternity. Seek, 
beloved, to find out thy true position amidst 
afiUctions; art thou an endurer or acceptor of 
them f Is the care God is taking in educating 
thee bearing fruit unto life eternal ? Art thou 
unmurmuringly submitting to all the trying ne- 



THE NKED OP PATIENCE. G5 

cessities incident to illness ? Art tliou thank- 
fully accepting ministering services which thou 
canst not perform for thyself, though such depen- 
dence is trying to flesh and blood ? Art thou 
patiently submitting to the application of reme- 
dies which entail extra pain temporarily, and seem 
to thee needlessly to afflict and exhaust the poor 
tender body? Art thou trying ever to speak 
gently, because thou hearest in thy interlocutor 
one appointed thee of thy God ? Art thou re- 
joicing in bearing His will ? Truly it w a cross 
which each disciple is called on to bear ; one which 
can be borne only in Him, for it is too heavy for 
unaided human strength; ^^ there is. a cross in 
every lot," but every cross is not Christ's cross ; 
His cross is one carried for love of Him ; one in 
which many of the bitternesses are not tasted save 
by those who are fighting against self and Satan, 
and they indeed " have need of patience" to do 
the will of God by bearing it faithfully and 
cheerfully; they indeed need "consider" their 
Master, and learn from Him how so to wear the 
thorns now, as to be crowned with joy everlasting 
hereafter. 

There was a holy stillness, a commanding equa- 
bility of temperament, an unruffled peace, about 
the Lord Jesus, which constrained respect and 
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adoration^ and made men feel He was superior to. 
themselves. The changing fortunes, the mighty 
vicissitudes of life had less influence over Him 
than over others ; He was prepared for them all ; 
He reckoned on being tossed about. His peace 
was fixed. His feelings knew no uncontrolable 
impulses; on Tabor's height, in Gethsemane's 
shadows, when an idolising multitude desired to 
make Him their King, and when it cruelly put 
Him to an undeserved, agonising and ignominious 
death, He was the same Jesus, the same quiet 
unobtrusive (St. Matthew xii. 19.) Man of 
sorrows, teacher and doer of good things, (Acts 
X. 38), the same God incarnate ; worthy of His 
name, of His high rank and humbled position. He 
ever walked. His mind was perfectly balanced ; 
in sorrow He knew joy-^in joy He knew sorrow. 
All approached Him with confidence, for no 
changing irritabilities of temper had place in 
Him ; one bearing had He ever and to all — the 
calm dignity of a loving man of God. And yet 
surely if ever any needed patience to endure — He 
did ; for never was sorrow like unto His sorrow, 
never was patience and love tried as were His ! 
Such peace He bequeaths to all (St. John xiv. 
27,) who take up their cross and follow Him; a 
calm satisfaction, resting on no human source, and 
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therefore beyond the influence of the nether 
currents. Mark how in His last long discourse 
with His disciples^ He dwells on the stilly abiding 
nature of this joy and peace which He promises 
as His parting gift ; it is to come in no temporary 
gusts^ in no transient beams ; its character and 
effects, and blessed presence are to be thoroughly 
known of each saint by hourly momentary expe- 
rience. Paul thus beautifully expressed the 
reasonableness of his joyful constancy under 
lowering skies and thickening storms; "/or / 
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us.'' He had made many and 
deep calculations as to the hope promised, and the 
trustworthiness of the basis on which the promise 
rested ; as to the height of the coming glory, and 
the depth of the present woe. And every man 
is invited to do the same ere staking his all ; — 
all that God says bears the closest scrutiny — 
the keenest analysis ; hence in the spiritual life 
is none of the maddening trembUng fear, none 
of the killing uncertainty, none of the hazardous 
chance demanded by the far smaller interests of 
earth ; it calls for only a wholesome measure of 
excitement ; he who puts his treasure in God's 
bank is assured, without risk, of drawing large 



68 THE nbiId of patience. 

interest ; he who runs the heavenward race is sure 
of obtaining an incomiptible crown; he who 
fights for Christ is certain of being more than 
conqueror. And it is this blissful certainty which 
makes the Lord's cross-bearer a happy man ; no 
doubt^ no fear^ may cross his bosom ; his mind 
is stayed on his God ; his heart is fixed on the 
promises of the Unchangeable, ''Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in the Lord^ and whose 
hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree 
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall 
not be careful in the year of drought, neither 
shall cease from yielding fruit.^' Fed from an 
inexhaustible source, the tree of the Lord's plant- 
ing can never fail its wonted supply ; the scorching 
heat, which withers all of green that has no moist- 
ening stream to cool the parched roots, serves but 
to intensify its luxuriant fruitfulness — ^its depths 
and brilliancy of colour. This oneness of life — 
this abiding union with Christ is the secret of the 
believer's constant peace within and clear consis- 
tency without. Blessed iu deed every graft thus let 
into the true Vine ! Feeding on the Bread of Life 
(St. John vi. 48), and the Living Water (St. John 
iv. 10) the soul is independent of all beside ; its 
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daily supply is rained down from Heaven, like the 
manna of old, hence it can never know famine. 
The Lord Himself is the Pood and the Feeder, 
therefore can His people never lack any good thing 
(Psalm xxxiv. 10). Who can rightly estimate the 
glorious richness of such a portion ! 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Itaiai xlvi. 4. — " I will make, and I will bear." 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE PROMISE OF SUPPORT ALL LIFERS WAY. 

Yes ! Man is often " overborne with care,^^ — 
oppressed beyond measure ; but such is the result 
of his ignorance or wilful choice, not of God^s 
will. He who creates seeks to preserve and give 
joy to His creation — sets Himself forth as the 
Good Shepherd, willing to gather, to feed (Isaiah 
xl. 11) His flock, to lead them whither he deems 
most for their good, and to carry them if they 
cannot walk. Nay — more. He pleads, " Thy 
Makel" is thine husband/^ than which language can 
scarce suggest more of oneness of interest, close- 
ness of intimacy, and life-long guardianship. 
*' I have made, and I will bear.^' God is *^ The 
Truth,'' and therefore this promise of His must 
be true ; and oh, how passing sweet it is ! He 
has given an immortality of being, and wills it 
should be as blessed, as it must be unending, 
unextinguishable ; and for this end He Jms 
planned. He will bear. He undertakes all thought, 
all management, in all things, and at all times, 
for all and each of His children. Their s is only 
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to trust, submit, obey. Oh why is it we do not 
take all the rest to which His promise invites ? 
Why is it we are so " careful and troubled about 
many things" instead of hanging upon Him 
(Psalm Ixiii. 8^ ? Why so utterly cast down 
because of sin, instead of looking at the precious 
blood ? Why so overwhelmed with personal 
insufficiency, instead of dwelling thankfully on 
His fulness ? May He grant us grace to settle 
down once and for ever in the peaceful conscious- 
ness that His word warrants such restful abandon- 
ment of all " thought *^ for our morrow — of all 
disquietude for to-day. 

God would have us continually walk consultingly 
with Himself; telling Him everjrthing, asking 
Him questions, and listening to His responses. 
A prayerful waiting over His written word is the 
most eflFectual way of thus holding converse with 
and obtaining help from Him ; beautiful as parts 
of it must seem to every reader, others must be 
meaningless to all but those who are admitted 
into fellowship with the mind of God, and these 
are they who most realize His promise to bear 
as graciously fulfilled. Jesus manifested to the 
soul makes shadowy types a vivid reality, and 
exercised faith is never disappointed of its hope ; 
nay, its brightest triumphs are often in the 
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darkest hour. To the sincere seeker, "Lord, 
what wouldst Thou have me to do,^^ how wouldst 
Thou have me to feel, teach me about Thyself, 
He will send a plain answer j — such an one must 
cultivate a tender spirit, knowing that the means 
God employs to make it known are various ; now 
whilst reading the Scripture, now in the still 
room, now in the busy thoroughfare, the thought 
in answer is suggested, or again through the 
words or writings of a fellow Christian the reply 
is given ; and that if he allows his ears to be 
deafened by the din of earth, and his heart and 
head to be surcharged with its griefs and duties, 
he will miss the "still small voice,^^ and so, 
falsely, deem it silent and forgetful of him. Ever 
listening for Grod's voice, ever looking for His 
guidance — so shall His children find the promise 
true, " I will bear ;" both may come direct, or 
through mediums; either way the message will 
be sacredly dear to them as their Pather^s. And 
though His word does not give precise rules for 
every condition and circumstance, but, laying 
down grand principles, leaves each believer thence 
to seek the Spirit^s will regarding Himself, yet is 
the motive power it sets forth such as intuitively 
to constrain the whole " new creature,^^ his every 
desire, thought, action, and feeling; and thus 
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walking in holy communion and fellowship with 
God, believers realize the fulfilment of the promise, 
they know no loneliness, they have Him always 
for their Companion, Teacher, Guide ; they take 
Him special questions and requests, and wait for 
explicit answers, and find these fully granted ; for 
them, the Bible, Nature, their fellow-men, and all 
the providences of life, teem with messages from 
heaven. 

'' I will bear ;" yes, Gt)d be thanked, the pro- 
mise for glory (Revelation vii. 16, 17,) has its 
counterpart for the life below carried on amidst 
warfare, affliction, and darkness; for thus hath 
He declared to the prisoners loosed from 
Satan^s bondage, to the ignorant enlightened 
by His Spirit ; " I am the Lord thy God, which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way that thou shouldest go;" thou shalt ''not 
hunger nor thirst, neither shall the heat nor sun 
smite '' thee ; " for He that hath mercy on '* thee 
shall lead thee, even by the springs of water shall 
He guide thee. Yea, even '' as an eagle stirreth 
up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her wings," so is Jehovah the Helper, the Keeper, 
the Shade, the Preserver (Psalm cxxi.) of His 
covenant-redeemed ; carrying them " onwards. 
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upwards, homewards," through the weakness of 
infancy, the thoughtlessness of childhood, the 
folly of youth, " even to hoar hairs ;" even before 
they remind Him, " O Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps," and entreat Him, 
^' If Thy presence go not with me, carry me not 
up hence." 

Yes, Suflferer ! — thy Storm-Sender is thy Sa- 
viour — ^thine only perfectly sympathizing Friend ! 
In the dark hour — wearied with temptation and 
conflict — worn with sorrow, pain, and exhaustion 
— ^how precious is the memory of the stormy 
night on GennesaretVs sea ; knowing that the 
same Christ, in like manner, is our sleepless 
watcher ; that for the very purpose of helping us. 
He is now exalted to His Father^s right hand 
(Isaiah xxx, 18) ; that He still guards every tem- 
pest-tossed bark, still draws nigh constantly unto 
us, though we often see Him, recognize Him not. 
'^ Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet wiU I not 
forget thee : behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands." 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Isaiah li. 12. — " I, even I, am He that comforteth you ; 
who art thou that thou shouldest be afraid of a 



man. 



CHAPTER VITI. 

IN PROSPECT OF PAINFUL REMEDIAL MEASURES. 

At this time, poor SuflFerer, a foreboding of 
coming trouble weighs on thy spirits ; an hour of 
more than usual trial approaches, and thou trem- 
blest! Let this hallowed memory steal down 
soothingly into the depths of thy soul: Jesus 
was once a trembler ! the day was when he too 
feared the touch of man, the prolongation of 
physical distress, the hour of death. But the 
Father loved Him in that day of trembling, and, 
because He loved Him, brought Him to that hour. 
And as, the Father then loved the Son, and thus 
proved that love, so now He loves thee, and this 
is the manner in which He can best evidence the 
sincerity of His aJ0Fection. He will not — dare not 
—put away every cause of fear, every cup of 
trembling, every hour of bitterness, every touch 
of anguish, every throb of pain, every stroke of 
Satan, because He loves thee, because He has 
reckoned up thy affairs and sought how best He 
might serve thy interests ; and, having faultlessly 
drawn out that course and those contingent 
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ovents best suited to bring thee in an eternal 
increase for good, He will ever unhesitatingly 
adhere to it j too wise — too loving — ^to let thy short- 
sightedness, thy mistaken judgment, thy ill- 
advised pleadings, affect his piloting. Hence, 
right on into the storm. He is now steering thee ; 
the very trial which of all others perhaps thou 
dost most dread is coming on thee. Oh doubt 
not His love — fear not His dealings — ^He can 
make no mistake ; His love can never fail — His 
judgment never be at fault; His efforts and 
desires never frustrated. He knows what He is 
doing with thee, He is fully master of thy case, 
and of the remedies for which it calls. Tremble 
not so I Many as sick, as sorely afficted, have 
come into His hands before, and never once has 
His treatment failed of success, for His sheep can 
" never perish.*' Therefore " let not your heart 
be troubled ;" strive to grasp vividly this peace- 
giving, soul-calming truth, that every trial unto 
which thou art appointed is ordained not of man, 
though it come through man. He who died for 
thee puts this cup of bitterness into thy hands, 
and wilt thou, canst thou, fear or question with 
Him f Does He not deserve thy unlimited con- 
fidence ? Were He to explain Himself would He 
not overthrow, beyond gainsaying, all thy argu- 
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ments against His dealings? Trust ^Him who 
has ever "done all things well/^ let those agitated 
feelings be stayed on His own assurance, "I, even 
I, am He that comforteth thee." He whispers 
before and during his operations, " in the world 
ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, 
in Me ye have peace/^ He will stand by thy 
side as thou passest through the painful ordeal ; 
and, whatever it be — the sharp instrument, the 
burning application, the almost unendurable pres- 
sure — He will fulfil to thee His sweet promises ; 
" as thy days so shall thy strength be ;" " My 
grace is suflGicient for thee; for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness;" "My God shall 
supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus ;" " God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you ;" " call upon Me in • 
the day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify Me ;" " I will be with Him^ in 
trouble/^ In all that may grate on thy feelings, 
humbly remember that it was sin alone which 
• brought such sense of shame ; and that, if thy sin 
is forgiven thee, soon all [remnant of defilement, 
all need of purifying from it, shall be done away 
with for ever. Yes, loved ^one ! — ^and whatever 
be done to thee, it will be whilst thou art in the 
embrace of the Covenant-keeping God, thy 
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Father; ^^ underneath '' will be the everlasting 
arms ; gently He will support thy suffering frame ; 
He — ^The Good Physician — ^will direct thy medical 
men, and teach thy nurses, and will not lay upon 
thee '^ more than right;'' He, " Who stayethHis 
rough wind in the day of the east wind,'' will not 
give one sorrow too much ; '* take no thought for 
the morrow " — 

" *Tis enough that He should care, 
Why should we the burden bear?" 

He will not forget His promise, either to turn 
from thee all trouble (Psalm xci.), or to give 
thee joy in trouble by His near presence (Isaiah 
xliii. 2), if the preparatory exercise of thy faith 
shall prove sufficient for the fulfilment of His 
loving purposes, as with Abraham, then shall 
further discipline be removed from thee, it may 
be in a way thou now deemest impossible, — ^as 
with the Israelites of old, who were allowed to 
come to the impassable place, ere the arm of 
divine sovereignty interposed on their behalf 
(Exodus xiv.) ; and to abject want ere the needed 
supply was provided. (2 Kings iii. 17.) Either 
way deliverance shall be afforded, and God shall 
be glorified by the blessed evidence of His mercy, 
and of there being a joy in affliction, experienced 
by His taught ones — a joy contrary to nature, and 
therefore a wondrous reality. 
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Again remember, beloved, that this dark cloud 
is no accident, neither oughtest thou to be startled 
by it, as if unprepared, unexpecting ; for not only 
is the believer warned that he is open to trouble 
as other men (Job V. 7), but he is expressly 
promised affliction as his peculiar portion, and 
nnmistakeably told that he *' must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." 
*' No Cross no Crown." God Himself thus de* 
Glared to His peculiar people of old (Hosea ii. 6), 
thus forewarns His elect still, that He would hedge 
up the ways in which they wished to walk, would 
thwart their desires, would put an end to their 
joy, would turn their plenty into want, would 
lead them away from the places of ease, abundance, 
and delight, from the society of loving ones ; .but 
for what reason ? To the eye of flesh there would 
seem no light but all darkness here — ^no love but 
aU cruelty. But He deigns to explain His mys- 
terious way, declaring His object to be the leading, 
them away from all idols, from all false pleasures, 
from all of yet indwelling impurity, to the only 
true, only satisfying, source of happiness ; from 
the disappointing mirage to the spring of living 
waters ; from the deceitful, or, at best, passing 
delights of time to precious soul- communion with 
Himself. 

G 
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And by all who really are setting their faces 
Zionwards should not any discipline be felt blessed 
and happy which brings nearer Him f It is not 
that grace entirely eradicates nature; such 
stoicism is a blemish^ an undervaluing of God's 
double creation ; did sorrow cease to be sorrow, 
and pain to be sufferings then would faith no 
longer have ground for exercise ; but it is that 
grace clothes nature^ beautifying and ennobling 
it, and bringing it to that perfection intended by 
its Maker ere sin defiled it; and since the re- 
newing work is only in course of completion, 
believers must " count it all Jay " to be tried 
of God. 

Then " think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you," as though such '' hard- 
ness " were unbecoming discipline for a " Father 
of mercies, and God of all comfort f^ remember 
nothing short of death is His will for thee, because 
nothing but death can give thee entrance into 
life ; the promise is, ^' Be thou faithAil unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life ;" the death, 
not merely of the body, but, of self— with all its 
wills. Thus through His own teaching mayest 
thou be strengthened and gladdened, dear suf- 
ferer, in view of lowering clouds 1 He, who is 
threatening thee with yet keener anguish, seeks 
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to be thy Comforter through it, and would have 
thee raise thy thoughts, beyond second causes 
and second actors^ unto Himself and His 6wn 
purposes. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

8t. Matthew yiii. 17. — '' Himself took our infirmities, and 
bare our sicknesses." 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE PERPBCT SYMPATHY OF JESUS. 

Thbbe is a sweet thought midst trying appoint- 
ments for thee, dear disciple and follower of a 
much-tried Master, in His own words, ^' Thou hast 
loved them cls Thou hast loved Me/' Let us think 
on what must be that standard love ! The Father 
and Son are one God ; more completely one, more 
perfectly identical, than finite thought can grasp. 
(St. John xiv. 9.) And yet the Father, for a 
season, yielded the Son of His love unto heavy 
burdens^ unto protracted grief, unto insult, unto 
death. It '^ pleased*' Him to bruise that only- 
begotten One. Oh, wondrous mystery ! where- 
fore was it so ? how could love make a gift 
entailing such sorrow on another than self? and 
that other so unspeakably beloved! Suflferer! 
the explanation of this fact bears to thee a thought 
of wondrous comfort and support. Not only was 
it love to His sinful fallen creature man that 
dictated such a sacrifice, but it was love to His 
Son also ; it was for that Son's sake, as well as 
ours, that He permitted the endurance of such 
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agony and profane treatment. Hence when, 
overpowered with the pressure of unparalleled 
anguish of soul^ and the anticipation of bodily 
torment and death, Jesus cried out for relief if 
possible, the Father (who might have sent 
" more than twelve legions of angels/* or by a 
word have removed the Cross,} restrained from 
granting the request ! He who has promised to 
grant the sinner^s petition refused the Son's I 
Strangely deep that love, submitting to the needs 
be for even such manner of manifestation ! Truly 
was it proven love, the truest, the wisest that 
could possibly be. The Father had reckoned all 
things beforehand, had weighed the reward that 
would accrue to Jesus ere He agreed to the cost, 
had reckoned the innumerable multitude, so dear 
to Him, who could thus only be saved from per- 
dition ; and therefore He endured the fears, the 
shame, the agony His own Son had to pass 
through, because they were pregnant \nth such 
eternally glorious results ; His Son and His Son's 
brethren. His Son and His Son's Bride, would for 
ever and for ever reap immeasurable gladness 
through Hia love. ''It pleased the Lord to 
bruise " His Son, because that Son would thereby 
" see His seed," *' of the travail of His soul," and 
be satisfied; and because He ''so loved the 
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world/' A doable love; precious beyond human 
power of appreciation. ''As Thou hast loved 
Me.'' Well may every heart murmur, '' Amen, 
00 let it be/' with intensest satisfaction. W^e 
value it not fully, we rest not in it perfectly, 
because we cannot conceive the comparison ; it is 
too infinite, too wondrous, too blessed, to take in 
in all its limitless blessing. That the Father 
should so love the Son as Himself is natural, but 
that the Father should so love the saved sinner is 
divine. Oh well may every believer cast all fear- 
ing and doubting henceforth away for ever ; and 
under every discipline of life strive to realise that 
He is bound up in the Father*s heart, as is His 
Master and Saviour. 

Through 'the manifestation of the Father's love 
to Jesus, in allowing the temporary anguish, 
because of the many crowns that awaited 
the Conqueror of Satan, the Destroyer of 
Death — ^the myriads of redeemed who would 
prove an everlasting rejoicing to that loving 
heart, has the struggling afflicted child of God 
on earth become possessed of the record, so un- 
speakably sweet to his heart, " Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses/' assuring 
him of his Lord's sympathy, not as Creator only, 
but, as his fellow-man ; thus in full '' Heknoweth 
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oar frame^ He remembereth that we are dust/' 
Yes ! there is rich matchless comfort in remem- 
bering that not only as Maker and Judge and 
Pardon-Giver, does He watch our course from on 
high, but He has gone before us the world's mazy 
track, and though to the end He always overcame, 
and kept his garment '^ unspotted,'^ yet. He has 
undergone like ordeal with ourselves, clothed in 
a tenement subject to our infirmities, and tasting 
day by day the dread realities of suffering ; He 
knows the hardships of the war; the difficulties, 
the temptations, the weaknesses, that beset earth's 
pilgrims; the bitternesses of bereavements, of 
pain, of faithless friends, of want : and so is 
'^ touched'^ not only with pity for but ^* with the 
feeling of '^ our infirmities. Therefore is it with 
such force of restful assurance, we turn to Him in 
the hour of fear and need, breathing from the 
depths of our spirit sicknesses and bodily afflic* 
tions, " What time I am a&aid, I will trust in 
Thee ; the Lord is the strength of my life ; of 
whom shall I be afraid ; Ho is my refuge and my 
fortress. He shall cover me with his.feathers, and 
under His wings shall I trust," He shall '' keep 
me as the apple of the eye. Thou art my hiding 
place, Thou shalt preserve me from trouble. Thou 
shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." 
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Therefore is it we ^' faint not," because Emanuel 
is the Lord our Shepherd; once ^'as a lamb" 
He was. '^ brought to the slaughter, as a sheep" 
He sojourned and fed and rested and suffered, jast 
as His sheep are called on to do ; " as the children" 
He partook " of the same flesh and blood ;" that 
having " in all things" been '' made like" unto 
us, " He might be a merciful and faithful" Gtdde^ 
Guardian, and Judge ; " for in that He Himself 
hath suffered being tempted. He is able to succour^' 
and to feel for ^^ them that are tempted." There- 
fore is it we keep " nothing" to ourselves, but 
tell ^' everything^^ to Him. And oh it is safety — 
it is happiness — ^thus to trust, to talk and walk 
with Jesus — He is so gracious and powerful that 
He will grant our petition whilst yet we are 
breathing it — and He is so true a friend that He 
will check all unlawful and subdue all unholy 
desires. We feel as we review life, oh would that 
we had thus leant on, thus consulted, thus drawn 
'^ virtue out of," Him more ! How many pangs, 
how many difficulties, how many sins, should we 
have avoided ! How much remorse should we 
now be spared! He knows the thoughts that 
rush unbidden into the mind, the temptations that 
suddenly arise and covertly lurk, the sorrows that 
crush. He has endured thorn all Himself— and 
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pitieth UB as we pass ^'througk the waters/' 
where possible He not only forgives but excuses 
(St. Luke xxiii. 34) ; the truest wisdom is there- 
fore to walk ever *^ before?^ the Lord (Genesis 
xvii. 1)^ unbosoming all to Him^ keeping no 
secrets^ no comers of shame^ so shall the '^ Friend 
of our perfect choice*' be enabled to warn, advise^ 
comfort and gratify us. 



CHAPTER X. 

JEccletiattet iii. 8. — " The grasshopper shall be a burden, 
and desire shall fail." 



CHAPTER X. 

THE SUJFFEREE'S EXTREMITY. 

What sufferer but knows those dreary times, 
when utterly overcome by nature's weakness, the 
soul is devoid, not only of the power, but even 
of the wish to take up the food and drink which 
revive itl Hours of listlessness, of piteous lan- 
guor, of unresting rest 1 

Beloved one, grieved indeed am I to find you 
now tasting of such bitter portion, '^in weariness 
and painfulness,'' vainly seeking rest and relief by 
change of posture. Very heavy is thy burden 
this day; cramped thy poor limbs, aching the 
head, tender and full of pain the whole body ! The 
lightest touch^seems to thrill thee beyond power of 
endurance, whilst even the remedies tried make 
thy case more trying, exhausting and irritating 
the weary frame. With Job you can say, " weari-> 
Some nights are appointed to me ; when I lie 
down, I say, when shall I arise, and the night 
be gone ? and I am full of tossings to and fro 
unto the dawning of the day; thou scarest ma 
\^th dreams, and terrifiest me through visions/' 
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In vain thou strivest to attain brightness or even 
calmness ; tears and sobs will come ; even a word 
of love brings an outburst of emotion^ grievous 
both to thyself and those watching thee. Thy 
brain is racked with memories of unfaithfulness 
towards God^ and selfishness towards man ; it may 
be that this nervouB exlcitement vexes those 
around^ and induces them^ partly perhaps with the 
hope of rousing ihed, to speak quickly-^it may 
seem hartthly^^to thee. How shall I seek to 
comfort thee amidst all this, when thoU art con* 
strained to exclaim^ '^ all these things are against 
me?'' To add to thy misery thou feelestthat 
things ought not so to be; that the Christian 
ought evermore, and in all things to give thanks ! 
Yet He who made man> knoweth hi« '^ frame, and 
remembereth that " he is dust ; He will not bd 
hard on His chastened ones. There in tudi a 
thing as sinning against His willj by striving to 
work when He appoints to rest— by struggling 
after certain feelings when He wills them simply to 
learn their barrrenness. Thinkest thou He knows 
not the extent of the Cross He has laid on thee ? 
It is with purpose He has brought thee thus low ; 
not to cast thee off — not to make thee dishonour 
Him by thy manifested infirmities ; it may be to 
show forth in thee the all-sufficiency of His grace. 
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to make thee bear much fruit ; bat He ^ moves 
in a mysterious way," and His purposes are often 
hidden now. Suffice it to know that ^' the Lord 
is very pitiful^ and of tender mercy ;'' and when 
He puts a burden on us which we cannot carry, 
He would have us lie down and let Him bear it for 
us, " Be still " is His command to those who are 
conscientiously fretting under enforced idleness* 

But is it that the memory of your sins over- 
whelms you ? that, though you once delighted in 
the sense of adoption, now you are convinced God 
has hidden His face from you, that your hope has 
been false, that hell is before you ? Weary and 
heavy-laden one, listen to these words from your 
King; '^let not your heart be troubled; thy sins 
are forgiven thee ; I will give thee rest V Thou 
feelest thyself a sinner ? QSiou believest Jesus to 
be a Saviour able to save to the uttermost ? Thy 
only trust is in Him ? What more is needful to 
salvation ? His word pledges Him to count thy 
belief as righteousness. Oh banish resolutely all 
doubts, all dark thoughts. " God is Love.'' . His 
purposes are Love. His mind and thoughts to- 
wards thee are Love. Satan never shall pluck 
any believer out of His hand. (St. John x. 28.) 

Or is the enemy fiUing thy mind with doubtful 
questionings regarding the truths you have loved 
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and rested upon?— with suggestions of evil? 
Remember that there is no sin in being the sub- 
ject of temptation^ in having evil placed objec- 
tively before the mind; thus was the Master 
Himself tried. (St. Matthew iv.) Satan likes ta 
choose the hours of extreme physical distress for 
injecting evil thoughts. What a comfort to have 
tihe Lord thus acknowledge our difficulties at such 
a time^ and the trials necessarily incident to our 
location; "1 know where thou dwellest, even 
where Satan's seat is '/^ " I know the things that 
come into your mind, every one of them ;'' how 
sweet to remember that '^ all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do." Yet boldly must such attacks of the 
^nemy be . met, and resolutely repelled ; Chris- 
tianity is a matter of faith ; and because He who 
has revealed it is infinite, and our minds are finite, 
therefore His thoughts and sayings often are 
and must be beyond our comprehension; henco 
Jesus pronounced those blessed who should 
not be oflfended in Him. (St. Matthew 3ci. 6.) 
Our power of apprehension is at present most 
imperfect; we could not bear the fiill blaze of 
proof and demonstration, therefore we are called 
on simply to believe in all the statements of the 
Bible. Oh beware of allowing your intellect to 
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usurp sovereign authority; God ever has demanded 
unquestioning obedience ; it is not for the creature 
to argue with Him, require reasons for what He 
sajs and does, nor refuse credence to any declared 
truth because He cannot understand it. Pride of 
human intellect has, in all ages, been one of 
Satan's most successfiil snares ; for it is as a little 
child that each sinner must receive the Gospel, 
(St. Mark x.l5.), and such humility is repulsive 
to nature. But when doubts and. questionings 
adse in the mind it is for us simply to tell our 
Teacher of them, and resolutely to resist giving 
them any resting place. ^^ The day shall declare 
aU /' '' then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord ;'' '' now we see through a glass 
darkly; but then face to face;'' till then each 
Bible doctrine must be humbly fully received on 
its own authority, and such faith, doubting of 
nothing, offended at nothing, God Will assuredly 
honour. 

Or again is it that discontent steals over thee, 
and that there is a craving for creature comfort, 
a yearning for sympathy and love beyond what 
thou receivest; a dissatisfection with all done for 
thee ; a restless querulousness with everything and 
everybody? Perhaps, after wearying hours for 
the visit of your doctor, he has left you with only 

H 
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a few hnrned words ; perhaps the hand dearest to 
you on earth has shaken your pillow^ smoothed 
the sheets and arranged the coyering; yet the 
£rst seems hard^ the last heavy^ the smallest crease 
a trouble. The lightest footfall^ the gentlest tonesy 
seem to madden yon^ though yet you crave for 
loving and zealous attendance. Or possibly^ 
wearied with long service^ your watcher is awhile 
resting^ and you feel firetful and neglected^ in spite 
of your desire to the contrary. Poor sufferer^ if 
such be thy case^ and thou must weep^ yet mayest 
thou do so without bitter self-reproach; because 
"Hei knoweth'' thy frame — that every effort to 
overcome is alike weakening and unavailing. 
When the poor tabernacle faints under the pres- 
sure of acute anguish or prolonged weakness^ the 
spirit is often uncontrollably affected thereby, 
because there is a wondrous mysterious affinity 
between soul and body. To a certain extent, 
drooping, sad, thou must be ; hence condeitnn not 
thine infirmity as unmingled sin, for by so doing 
thou wilt but increase thy anxiety and misery. 

Yet, beloved, weep gently; because though Ml 
of trouble thy cup is also fiill of blessing. '■ Blessed 
is that sickness, however distressing it m^iy be, 
which drives to the Good Physician, which leads, 
from hanging on the creature, to the Creator. 



THE suvfebsb's xxtbemitt. 99 

He can alone^ but He can abundantly^ satisfy thine 

every yearning; He, as none other, can ent^ 

into and soothe thine every aflSiction. He will 

not break the leaf, driven to and fro (Job adii. 25.), 

but will keep His ransomed, will water Him every 

moment, will keep Him night and day. (Isaiah 

xxvii. 3.) There is sweet comfort in the words, 

'' the Lord wiU strengthen him upon the bed of 

languishing. Thou wilt make all his bed in his 

sickness;'' we are too apt to lean on mortals for 

comfort and happiness, but they are finite-— they 

may be fickle — rtheir endurance may fail through 

lack of strength or of patience — ^their judgments 

may be mistaken. He therefore only is safe--his 

comfort and happiness only are assured, who takes 

for his favourite, his most intimate, his dearest 

physician, nurse, friend, dependance, in all times 

and things, the unchanging, all-mighty Jehovah 

— *' Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 

and for ever/' Weep gently, because thy God is 

now glorifying Himself in thee and by thee in a 

way ''thou knowest not;" and in return for all 

His love and gifts to thee, wilt thou not strive to 

give thy testimony to others (^ His faithfulness ? 

Strengthen thyself with the assurance that He is 

holding thy hand (Isaiah zli. 13.), and looking 

upon thee (Psalm zxxiv. 15) ; and that though 

H 2 
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thoa art too completely worn out to pray or listen 
to Bible reading, yet His promise to the sin-bitten 
ones is look and live, the feeble upward glance is 
all He requires of thee ; and in His strength and 
for His dear sake, strive to bear patiently, to give 
a smile, a look of love to Ood and man. Weep 
gently, because thy sufiEering shall soon beremoved 
forever; rest thyself with the memory that in 
God's creation light succeeds darkness; and, 
though thy night be dreary, the morning cometh, 
a glorious mom without clouds-— clear shining 
after rain. Thy poor aching oppressed body shall 
be raised in resurrection beauty and perfection; 
and never, never more shall sin nor Satan have 
power to cause one thrill of auguish, nor inject 
one thought of evil. 



CHAPTER XL 

I Corintluaiu xr. 57.—" Tlianks be to God, whkh pnlSk 
w the lietoiy fliioiigh oar Lord Jeana Chiisii.'* 



CHAPTER XI. 

TRIUMPH IN DEATH. 

Passinq away ! Dying I Going home to Jesus ! 
I give thee joy, beloved one, that thus thou art 
arrived at the last stage of life's journey; it 
remains for thee but to pass over Jordan, and that 
is but a shallow stream since our Joshua crossed 
it. How sweet for thee at this momentous stage 
to remember that salvation hangs not contingent, 
like condemnation, on the sinner's earned deserts. 
Thank God, whilst it is testified that '^the wageB 
of sin is death,'' it is also written that eternal life 
is "the gift of God." Hence, saved one, thy 
power of triumph I Hence thine exceeding glad- 
ness! Hence thy unflinching readiness for the 
tyrant ! Thy Lord's victory, more than 1800 
years ago, was thine; for thee He conquered 
Satan, and rose triumphant from the grave ; and 
now, in His name, washed in His blood, and having 
put on His righteousness, thou standest— waiting 
to cross to the other side. " Thanks be unto Gx)d 
for His unspeakable gift ;" who, in exchange for 
thy list of sins, has given thee the role of Christ's 
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attainments and acliieyements^ accepting them as 
thine. Yet donblj praised be His Name^ for having 
put it into thy heart to follow and obey Him ; for 
having granted thee His Spirit to gnide — ^His food 
to strengthen — thee. Blessed be He^ for enabling 
thee to rejoice^ as another pilgrim of old^ and say^ 
" I have fought a good fight^ I have finished my 
course^ I have kept the faith/' Though sin has so 
marred thy best endeavours^ and hindered even de- 
sire^ yet it is jc\y to remember He has known all — 
has known the deep true love — the simple &ith in 
His finished atonement^ the whole dependence on 
the Spirit^ the fervent efforts to hate evil and love 
His win, to crucify self and magnify Him, to be 
dead to the world and to live hidden in Him, to 
relinquish the unlawful pleasure, to accept the 
weary Cross, patiently to endure, zealously to 
labour, fervently to wrestle in prayer, lovingly to 
give back His beams of gladdening brightness to 
all around. And that, all unworthy as thou art 
of any reward save death, yet He is now about to 
give thee an eternal " reward" to raise thee up, 
and bestow on thee a place in His inheritance, a 
name of love (Revelation ii. 17.), a crown of life; 
meting out, according to His divine immeasurable 
liberality (James i. 5.}, a prize infinitely out of 
proportion to thy deserts. 
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Oh ! soul thrilling prospect I it is this we have 
BO often^ so sorely longed for^ and now the aching 
yearning of the loving^ waiting heart is well-nigh 
attained. " Tlianks be to God^ which giveth ns 
the victory through Jesus.'' " Thanks be unto 
God for His unspeakable gift/' Now is the time 
for its preciousness to be realised — ^when aQ that 
is earthly is fading behind thee^ and ahead yawns 
the chasm of an unknown untried eternity. 
Amidst the dissolution of the tabernacle — the 
darkening shadows of life's day — ^how does the 
soul feel after the whole truth of God^ 'HiBperfeC' 
tion of character; how thankfully does it rest on 
His assurance that His justice is appeased whilst 
yet His love triumphs 5 how eagerly drink in every 
supplied and conceived thought of Home Above— ^ 
the Home Eternal ; its brightest and best attrac- 
tion — ^the living ever in sight of the Saviour! 
^' To depart, and to be with Christ, is far better ;'* 
better than His sometime visits to us, blessed as 
they have been, because there we shall not only 
feel Him near, and speak with Him by faith, but 
'' see His face," and be visibly fed and led by 
Him (Bevelation vii. 17.) ; better than living for 
Him on earth, because there sin shall no more 
defile us, nor mar our work ; better than this 
weary pilgrimage, where we have stumbled, and 
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fainted^ and gone wrong so often ; better than 
tbis sad land» where we have oatliyed so many 
dear ones; better the reality than the type; 
better the eternal than the wayside rest. It is 
evenings frweetly calm, solemnly stQl, after life's 
snltry bni^ day ; and should the midnight dark« 
ness be nnrelieved by moon or stars — ^the cold 
silent tomb^ the corrapting mortality, the un- 
clothed sonl in the stranger spirit land a&ight a 
moment — ^yet the Eternal Mom breaketh, ushering 
in the nightless day (Bevelation xxii. 5.) of glory. 
The storm-tossed ocean-racer has but to yield his 
bark to the gentle shore swells which drifts on 
rapidly to Immanuers land. Life's tale is finiBhed, 
its rich opportunities are passed, its duties done 
or left undone for ever.; and the well-nigh fireed 
spirit waits eagerly paxtting after the streams 
which ''make glad the city of God/' longingly 
and wonderingly antidpatii^ the gloiy to " be 
revealed in '' and to iU Hope is bumiuig, with 
flame more intense, with desire more strong, than 
ever ; whilst yet the departing soul rests, as it 
never has done before ; rests in hope — rests in 
present satisfaction^ encircled and borne by ''the 
everlasting aarms,'' knowing the Father's doubly 
rivetted love, feeling the pulsations of tiie 
Saviour's heart towards it, assured of the Spirit's 
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good pleasure in His work^ enjoying the rapid 
flow of time's stream^ and the hallowed sense of 
its almost unconscious mingling with the ocean of 
eternity. 

One moment — one last breath — and the 
*' earthly house of this tabernacle '* is dissolved, 
and the happy spirit has entered into glory for 
ever evermore ! Oh who may speak its raptures, 
what thought conceive the glad .surprises of 
exceeding joy prepared for it, by Him who once 
grieved and su£fered unto death for it ! — ^the un- 
ending welling-up of new and satisfying delights ! 
— ^the ''joy*' promised Him who was already 
Creator and King of all — and who yet found in 
its promise reward sufficient to enable Him 
voluntarily to endure ^' the Cross, despising the 
shame P* What fancy picture the thrilling grati- 
tude andadoring love swelling the happy redeemed 
one as He meets eye to eye Him who ^'is alto- 
gether lovely,^' Whom to know '* is life eternal f 
Who has been, though hitherto unseen. His 
chiefest dearest Friend, His most intimate coun- 
sellor. His perfectly sympathizing Comforter. 



THE WATCHERS. 

'' Judge not ; the workings of his brain 
And of his heart thou canst not see ; 

What looks to thj dim eyes a stain, 
In Grod's pure light may only be 

A scar, brought from some well-won field, 

Where thou wouldst only faint and yield. 

The look, the air, that &ets thy sight. 

May be a token that below 
The soul has closed in deadly fight 

With some infernal fiery foe. 
Whose, glance would scorch thy smiling grace. 
And cast thee shuddering on thy face. 

The fall thou darest to despise. 

May be the slackened angel's hand 

Has sufiered it, that he may rise 
And take a firmer surer stand ; 

Or, trusting less to earthly things, 

May henceforth learn to use his wings. 



CHAPTER I. 

Daniel lii. 8.— "Tom many to rigliteonnwggJ 



CHAPTER I. 

god's CHASaS TO THH* 

The Gospel of Christ does not confine the 
priesthood work to those visibly and speciallj 
consecrated to the ministry; ''ye are a royal 
priesthood *P snch is its declaration of the whole 
mnltitode of redeemed ones. Every member of 
the new covenant is charged with the same 
Divine message to a world lying in darkness; 
whether men ''will hear, or whether they will 
forbear/' his duty is the same^ to shine as a light 
(St. Matthew v. 14.)^ " holding forth the word of 
life/' " warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom/' And since, in " the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do,'' a duly nnper- 
formed and a crime committed are alike sin, how 
solemnly does it behove every one of ns to set 
himself to his appointed ministry ; to learn day by 
day what our Master wills for ns to do; and 
zealonsly lay self out to tell forth His message ; 
deep the wisdom needed to know how best success 
maybeattained — ^when to speak and when forbear! 
And because no nicety of discrimination of our 
own is sufficient to guide us aright in life's 



112 god's charge to THEl. 

tortuons nnretraceable tracks therefore how pre- 
cious the Lord's assurances to His vineyard 
labourers ; '' I have commanded you ;'' " certainly 
I will be with thee ;" '^ I will go before thee, and 
make the crooked places straight; I will break 
in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the 
bars of iron;'' ''I have put my words in thy 
mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of 
mine hand ;" "1 will make you fishers of men/* 
Oh could we fully realise the value of each single 
soul, the magnitude of that calling which makes 
lis co-workers with the triune Jehovskh, how un- 
wearied our efiforts, how passionate our strainings 
would be after every wanderer. If therefore, 
beloved, you would be spared the agonies of 
harrowing remorse, give yourself no unhallowed 
rest in this all-important work; remember the 
price at which your Redeemer has Himself valued 
each soul, and be guided thereby to reckon no 
sacrifice on thy own part too great. Be faithful 
to your directions ; shun not to declare the whole 
'* counsel of God," not that part only which may 
be palatable to your hearer« As in the light of 
eternity — ^never knowing which may prove youi* 
last opportunity, be honest with everyone brought 
under your influence ; fear not reproach — ^fear not 
giving oflTence ; but '^ as a dying man to dying 
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meiij'^ plead witli those who are passing fast away 
into the presence of the Eternal Judge. The 
fiilfilment of one duty does not exonerate from 
another ; the delivery of Christ's message once or 
to one individual does not lessen the charge at other 
times or to other people. It is a ftdl busy mission 
to which each beUever is appointed ; high wages 
are promised^ but for these we must work hard, 
work ever ; at no time must the harness be taken 
off, but, clothed in the whole armour of God, we 
must ever stand waiting to seize every opportunity 
for furthering His cause, for doing His biddings 
for winning men to Him by making ourselves 
servants to all. No heart is, by nature, inclined 
to holiness; much prayer, much labour, much 
watching is needed to clear the ground of deadly 
weeds, as well as to sow in it the good seed ; and 
awful is the responsibility attached to him who 
goes forth as an ^^ Ambassador,^' saying the Lord 
saith ! Eternal consequences hang on the delivery 
of this message ; " to the one we are the savour of 
death unto death ; and to the other the savourof life 
unto life ; and who is sufficient for these things ?" 
The Bible has truths suited for all characters, all 
times^ all ages, all necessities, and woe to the 
careless ones who cast '^pearls before swine,'' 
and give meat to the babe, and mill^ to those who 
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need riper food; rather most its precioiis riches 
be sifted prayerfnllj^ nnweariedly ; and that offered 
to each listener, each bayer^ each thirster (Isaiah 
y, 5.) which seems most appropriate. It is no 
light matter for a minister to mount his pnlpit, 
when around are gathered^ for a few minntes, a 
band of those whose many days and hours are 
probably of necessity given to winning the bread 
that perisheth; some hear him one Sabbath who 
loay be inetemiiy the next; some may have come 
with the door of their hearts opened for once^ who 
will erer alter close them, if now they are not 
entered by the power of the Spirit through preach- 
ing. 

And if your sphere, watcher, be more limited, 
it is not the less solemn, for God requires only 
according to the talents He has lent (St. Lulce 
xii48.). A precious soul He has committed to 
thy charge; a soul that cost His Son's yery life* 
blood to redeem ; underyalue not this commission, 
but throw thy whole heart into it ; resolye that, 
in so &r as man can savingly influence, no 
effort shall be wanting on your part to ensure 
success, day by day study thy snfferer^s firame of 
mind, his spiritual growth or otherwise; make 
eager reckoning over his soul's concerns ; identify 
yourself with him as much as possible, that you 
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may enter into his varied necessities ; get^ as it 
were^ into his inner man; induce him, by the 
evident sincerity of your sympathy, to unbosom 
his feelings to thee, so as to learn what is his need. 
Love is man's great power and influence; to be a 
love-giver and a love-mnnerin Jems and for Jesta, 
this is it to be a snocessful winner of souls, though 
often the result may be unknown by himself tiU 
the Judgment. Many attempt the work, and 
expect success in it, with a oerfeain hardness of 
heart ; a keeping the cares and joys of others 
without them ; but oh I what such a vocation de- 
mands is the taking him whose soul thou seekest 
right into thy heart. Make him feel that his 
interests are truly dear to thee ; have compassion 
on his infirmities, weep over his sorrows, lovingly 
strive to bind up his wounds, to pour in comfort 
and hope ; let. him feel that a Christian brother 
is indeed a hallowed haven of repose ; never let 
there be, if possible, a time when he shall find 
thee too preoccupied to attend to him (St. Matthew 
ziv. 13) ; give pride, self-interest, self-ease to the 
winds, and, as a hired servant, wait on thy Lord's 
representative. This is our 'calling as disciples 
of Him who " pleased not Himself' — ''not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister;" to wait daily 
as much and on as many as we can ; with direct 

I 2 
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spiritnal Q£Ebrt if the smallest door is opened; 
on all, at any rate^ with love^ with prayer^ and 
with such sympathy as shall snit their varied 
needs, A self-emptied, self-forgetfnl, self-cmcified 
life ; mch was the Master's ; such ought to be the 
servant's. In setting ourselves to a calling so 
contrary to nature, we must not buoy ourselves up 
with the belief that all will be easy attractive 
work ; a romantic colouring of hardships to be 
undergone is a mistaken way for grappling with 
and overcoming them. There will be difficulties 
.—-there wiU be crosses — there will be wearinesses 
—there wiU be exacting unpleasant calls on us — 
.unseen — ^unrealised beforehand^ and therefore 
it is wise to count the cost ere putting our hand 
to a plough^ withdrawal from which would brings 
not only danger to ourselves but also, dishonour to 
our Master's cause. Yet estimating side by side 
the cost and the prize^ surely the latter is worthy 
the former. Oh think what Jesus has done for 
you, and say, can you do enough in return for 
auch devotion? 

" Were the whole realm of nature mine — 
That were an offering far too small — 
A loye 80 boundless, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all !" 

Think of the shortness of time, and say, are 
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its tfansient gratifications worthy of comparison' 
with eternity's glories ? Think of the unsatisfied 
feeling that spoils aU earthly pleasures^ and say is 
not the salvation or sanctification of every one 
soul far far more precious than even the best and 
purest of them ? Oh yes — ^thereis weight — there 
is meaning in those little words '' while we look,'* 
that upward gaze is the only safe position for 
heirs of heaven^ buried in the fogs of this nether 
worlds immersed in ita many distracting cares. 
Earth has its delusive snares — ^its false gold^ its 
deceitfol hopes and promises^ its baneful infatua- 
tions ; and they who walk with their eyes down- 
ward will be tempted to choose always the smooth 
path,, the green sward, the flowery bowers, the 
sunny resting places, which make the " broad" 
road so often seems the right one (Proverbs xiv* 
12.). Therefore, watcher, do thou lookever up; 
there is thy Saviour King, there thy Home, there 
thy promised eternal reward ; and how much more 
blessed to make sure of enjoying these for ever, 
even though the Star of Bethlehem point thee for 
a time to the rough stony road whereon thou 
darest not sleep. The rest will be soon and for 
ever, to those who do battle now ; the reward ever- 
lasting, the joy infinite ! Meanwhile they are not 
left to seek the votaries of the world, the slaves 
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of Satan, alone and unaided; ''be Btrong and 
workj for I am with jow/' '' not by migbt, nor 
by power, but by the Spirit ;'' Buxii is God's pro- 
mise to every witness He sends forth; grace, 
giaoe alone, can induce any wandering sheep to 
enter the fold, to leave the aUnrements of the flesh, 
and '' count as loss'' those things which before 
''were gain;'' and it can only be obtained 
through the promised Teachez^-^the Holy Ghost. 
Meekness and £uth are two great eBRentiaJB for 
meetness to labour; oh what need for deep self- 
humiliation, and for trust in an arm and power 
Divine. The work is two-fold in character, 
though one in its effects ; there is eradicating, over- 
throwing, annihilating, on the one hand ; sowmg, 
building up, strengthening, on the other ;•— there 
is the old man to Grucify*-4he new man to cherish 
and feed ; there is self with ifcs lusts to trample 
under foot— end Christ to be exalted on the heart's 
throne. Oh what need is there for ^irilr-taaght, 
humbly disceniing, as well as zealous labourers, 
lest the wheat be rooted up along with the tares : 
awfiil beyond power of language the position of 
false teachers ; of those who wilfully lead others in 
the wrong path diotated by their own devices 
and desires; of those who, through fear of 
reproach, deceive, and turn truth into folsehood; 
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or who^ from ssrg unliallowed motive^ presntne 
to hold the post^ the while conscious of their 
own ignorance of vital Ghristianiiy^ and of their 
careless indifference as to the saving or damning 
effects of their teaching ! Therefore make eon* 
stant prayerM study of your dafly work^ of the 
objects of your ministration ; add not fuel^ to the 
fire by increasing the confidence of the self* 
righteous, and pandering to the pride of the 
ambitious, the worldliness of the unholy ; either 
hold peace altogether, or be lovingly faithftil. 
Self-confidence is the worst of all spiritual diseases, 
but it is a sadly difficult one to contend with, 
for the patient rejoices in the very tokens of the 
deadliness of his malady, and Us pride rises up 
angrily against the faithful Mend who would tear 
the veil from his eyes. Still waver not ; rigidly 
has Christ Himself enforced the duty of faithM 
correction both by example (St. Matthew xvi* 
28) and precept (St. Matthew xviii. 15-1 7.) ; '' the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked,'' therefore thy brother may spurn thy 
message, may deem it dictated by self-esteem, 
love of fault-finding or domineering, yet is it 
well to brave his anger, to startle him in his mad 
career, to warn him of his danger, and the Master 
will not faH to reward for adherence to a painful 
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duty. Man does not feel his .need of a Saviour 
till he has first felt his sins^ his inability to atone 
for the past and overcome for the future; to 
humble man is therefore the first work of the 
Gospel of Jesus ; to unfold to him the pure exalted 
law of God, and prove to him his utter incapability 
to perform alone its high commands ; therefore 
must the efforts of faithful preaching be at first 
irritating and grievous to the natural man. 
But whilst we are called upon to be faithful to 
eouls, let us speak only gently, humbly, forbear- 
ingly, lovingly — ^remembering our own manifold 
sins and infirmities, and that we may be mistaken 
in our judgments. We know not how often we may 
have proved an hindrance to those whom we are 
now seeking to help ; therefore, self-condemned, 
let us urge our message on them with tenderness 
of heart. It is written, '^ they that turn many to 
righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever," how exciting, how nerve-giving, this sweet 
promise ! Surely here is a selfish motive sufficient 
to call forth our most fervent efforts to do good ; for 
doubtless there will be different degrees of glory 
(1 Corinthians xv.), though the happiness of 
each saint will be too perfect to admit of jealousies 
and rivalries. And how intense the joy of seeing 
increasing honour and gladness given to our 
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beloved Redeemer; He shall be satisfied when He 
sees ^' of the travail of His soul.^' It is joy to a 
parent or teacher to give every won prize, to ex- 
press satisfaction at the smallest amount of attain- 
ment ; how much more will the heart of Jesus 
rejoice in awarding much to those who have been 
fervent labourers together with Him in bringing in 
His harvest. Let this thought nerve thy members, 
give loving eloquence to thy tongue, and quench- 
less zeal to thy spirit. Remember that thou art 
but the mouthpiece in the stead of God (Exodus 
iv. 12-15.) ; He who gave thee thy commission 
has promised to be by thy side and help in its 
delivery; and his word ^^ shall prosper;*' be it 
accepted or rejected He shall be honoured 
through it. The King commits His cause to thy 
care, He entrusts the dearly beloved of His soul 
(Jeremiali xii. 7.) unto thy guardianship. Wel- 
come this holy work, — consecrate all thy energies 
to its fulfilment — ^love it as well as labour at it ; 
then when He cometh, to thee shall He give ^^ a 
crown of life," and joyfully shalt thou be bidden 
to an upper seat at His '^ marriage supper .'* 
Thrice blessed eternally shalt thou be reckoned 
of Him, in that thou hast brought Him much 
honour, much gain, much joy I And thrice 
blessed of the saints, in that to some thou shalt 
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have been the channel of BalvBtion, of everlaBiixig 
lifeandgkdness^and that by adding to Heaven's 
numbers, thou shalt have multiplied its exceeding 
brightness to all ! 



CHAPTER II. 



Act* iii. 6.— "^Sacli as I have give I thee." 

I 



CHAPTER II. 

THE UTTERMOST GIFT. 

It may seem to thee as thou standest by^ 
whilst he whom thou lovest is racked with mental 
or bodily agony^ that thou art able to do nothings 
helpless'to relieve ! But oh ! it is not so ! — thou 
canst pray, and the Almighty Orderer of all 
things has promised to hear and answer prayer. 
It is written, that at the close of one of his busy 
tiring days of teaching and ministering, when 
*' every man went unto his own house, Jesus went 
unto the Mount of Olives ;'* because these two 
texts have been put in different chapters (St. 
John), we are very apt to lose their connected 
force; naturally they belong to each other, and 
show how the Master was preeminently a man of 
prayer, an abider in unwearied lonely wrestling 
with His Father, a feeder on that heavenly com- 
munion, a successful because a spiritually de- 
pendent labourer. Such must thou be, watcher, 
if thou wouldest help thy sufferer. Like the 
fiisters of Lazarus, make known his case of need 
to Him who is able and willing to aid. Who 
shouldest thou tell if not Jesus ? Who has given 
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or eonld give like proof of love towards thee and 
thine? Whose sympathy conld be as perfect? 
None can help as He I None other heart is so 
free from self! As He loved the little family at 
Bethany; so are you and yours dear to Him. Yes ! 
tell Him eagerly ! tell Him trostingly 1 tell Him 
all about thy afflicted one 1 — ^* for we have not 
an High Priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are^ yet without sin :'' — ^He 
has known what it is to hear at a distance^ bqrond 
reach of personal ministration, of the sickness of 
a favourite friend (St. John xi.) ; to be beside 
the fevered sufferer (St. Mark i. 31.) ; to have a 
loved one sinking into the stillness of death — 
passing xmto that boutne from which no traveller 
returns. Tell Him I for His mission was to com- 
fort; for this was He anointed, '' to bind up the 
broken-hearted/' to comfort the mourners, to 
give praise for heaviness (Isaiah lzi.)« Tell Him 1 
for His power is not less than in the days when 
He trode the dust of Canaan's cities, taking every- 
where with Him healing and joy. He has bid the 
sorrowing heart unburden to Him its griefs, cast 
on Him its care, come unto Him and rest ; and, 
if possible, in answer to the prayer of faith. He 
will yet raise up the sick and restore the fading 
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ones. '' K need be ^' for their death or continued 
sofferingj still it will have been well to tell 
Hinij for He will strengthen both snfiPerer and 
watcher^ and prove Himself the Friend thatloveth 
and serveth at all times (Proverbs xvii. 17.). 
Precede^ accompany, and follow np thy active 
ministrations by telling the Lord Jesns every 
things and asking Him to fhrther thy loving efforts 
with a blessing. Resolve '' sach as I have '' will 
I give unto thee, beloved ! and doubtless eternity 
win declare the richness of this uttermost gift of 
thine. The beggar (Acts iii 3.) sought alms of 
the Apostles ; but, poor men themselves, neither 
silver nor gold had they it in their power to give ; 
yet in healing him of his lameness, did they not 
confer on him a far more welcome and worthy 
gift, than if his request had been compUed with ? 
And so believe it will be in thy case ; wert thou 
able to remove the pain, to give strength for weak- 
ness, sweet sleep for restless tossing, thou mightest 
ruin thy loved one's eternal prospects, thou 
mightest rob him of the high place destine^ for 
him in glory. Gk)d has a purpose in all He does, 
and man's shortsighted interference might mar 
His work ; better, happier the lot for thee and 
him to suffer, if so ordained. Meanwhile, fervently, 
unceasingly, commit his case to Him who is as 
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all- wise as all-loving j . remembering the sweet 
promise^ '' Mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 
perpetually ;" for what believer could for a moment 
think that^ because the Lord's temple is no longer 
reared only on Mount Zion^ because the hour has 
come when not only in Jerusalem the Father is 
acceptably worshipped (St. John iv. 21.), this 
ivord is less His own than if He had lived a Jew in 
the times when God's favour was confined to that 
people ? Could any believe that since Jehovah 
has Himself commanded (Isaiah Uv. 2.), '^ enlarge 
the place of thy tent, andlet them stretch forth 
the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, 
lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes,'' 
He will, on His part, contract His presence and 
blessing, and give less than heretofore ? Surely 
such has never been the manner of His dealings. 
Eather was His limited presence of old an earnest 
of its extension in these latter times ; in the mul- 
tiplied prayer-resorts of the Gentile, as in the 
Jews' one Temple, He waits to answer His sup- 
. plicatory people ; for this very purpose has Jesus 
been exalted (Isaiah xxx. 1 8.), that He may present 
the entreaties alike of the lone wrestling pleader 
(St. Matthew vi. 6.), of the little company of be- 
lievers, and of the larger gatherings of His people 
(St. Matthew xviii. 19, 20.) . " Hath He said, and 
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bhall He not do it ? or hath He spoken^ and shall 
He not make it good J" '* the promise is unto you, 
and to your childi'en, and to all that are afar off ;^' 
'^ask^ and it shall he given you; seek, and ye 
shaU &ad; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.'* Oh Christian, is there any reserve in this 
offer ? any confinement in the language ? How 
precious the word of the Unchangeable Promiser, 
'^ Verily, I say unto you, If ye have faith, and 
doubt not^ if ye shall say unto this mountaiu, Be 
thou removed, it shall be done P^ Would that we 
had mighty faith simply to grasp His every assur« 
ance ! — then, then indeed, it were well with us ; 
then should there be no insurmountable barriers, 
but His sunshine would rest on all our path. Yes, 
brother, this is the word so full of vital importance 
to us ; — ^here learn we the sole requisition made 
q/^us, in order that we may have all given to us ; 
"accobdino to tour faith be it unto you.'* 

Once an aged believer was hanging over the 
death-bed of a beloved only sister; from childhood 
they had lived together, and known no quarrel; 
on one subject only had they differed in opinion— 
the one loved, the other knew not, the Lord. 
And now the one was dying, the other (partly 
paralysed) was tending her as best she could in 
speechless agony. The room was small, and fur- 

K 
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niahed with but the bare neoesBaries of a bed and 
chairSj wbilst the capboard held a small quantity 
of tea and bread. For this they were dependent 
on parochial support. The dying sufferer had for 
years been laid by with cancer^ yet felt the trial 
less hard to bear so long as she could stay with 
her only relative ; and so they lived on together, 
keeping their troubles to themselves. But the 
anguish of pain increased at the approach of deatib, 
and her screams were awful. The watcher in 
despair opened her weU-wom Bible, and read 
aloud the story of the lunatic (St. Matthew xvii. 
14-21) ; then, bending her trembling knees, she 
prayed as she '' had never prayed before," though 
she had prayed often and earnestly for her sister ; 
she prayed as if she '* had got the Lord face to 
face in the room'* with her — she felt as if she 
'^ had got hold of His garment," and she jast 
*' reminded Him of His promise to answer ;*' she 
told Him her two wants— that her '' sister's agony 
might be relieved, and that the light of salvation 
might shine into her soul." She afterwards told 
a friend that at the time she hardly seemed to 
know herself— there was a power put into her, 
that she '' prayed so as Gk>d couldn't reftise, a 
faith that He couldn't disapi>oint." '' I had no 
doubt about seeing Him grant my request, so I 
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watched my sister as I asked/' Such as shehad^ 
the aged^ to the eye of sense — ^helpless^ pauper 
gaye ; and oh I it was a rich gift — ^a magnificent 
*' such !" Sleep stole over the weary frame — ^that 
kind ** restorer/' which is tired nature's grandest 
boon ; and on awaking a bright smile lit up the 
thin drawn features, whilst ''I believe " breathed 
out from the colourless lips. ''In whom?" 
eagerly asked the watcher. '' In Jesus ! I've seen 
Him in my sleep — He forgave me— He said He 
would receive me ; oh bless the Lord for me — 
thank Him for His mercy." " But your pain, 
sister! how is that? — Can you thank Him for 
sending you suflTering ?" " Oh yes, — Lord God, I 
thank i^ee, I bless thee for my agony; it is great 
still — ^but it is carrying me fast Home, and' it 
seems I could bear anything, and feel it a pleasure, 
now I've seen Jesus ;" and so she died a few hours 
later, murmuring from time to time, as if to nerve 
herself for bearing the weary anguish of body, as 
if to comfort her sister, as if to testify her joy — 
''Ibeheve." 

*^ Such as I have give I thee!" Watcher, 
remember, it is the uttermost gift that brings the 
blessing ; it is no half ^desire, it is no desire ttnthout 
confidence that that desire shall be gratified; 
" such as / have." What have you ? " All things 
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are yours ;** not only *' things to come," but also 
" the world, life, death, things present/' Are 
you startled ? Have you never realised the JAnd^ 
as well as the amount, of power entrusted to you, 
to wield in behalf of yourself and others ? '^ All 
things are yours.'^ There is no mistake in this, for 
God has said it through His servant ; and since it 
is true, there is no getting over the responsibility 
it entails. Oh ! how can we be ho foolish as to 
deny ourselves, how dare we rob others, of these 
things — ''all things/' Faith moves the hand 
that moves the world ! Wondrous truth ! — ^how 
it ennobles dust and ashes I — ^how immeasurably 
it raises beyond and despite all earth's distinc- 
tions I Nothing good is withheld from God's 
trustful praying children. True, the time for 
direct miracles is over, (because, the revealed 
faith having been once established as divine, 
beyond question, they are no longer needed) ; 
yet it is still in the power of the possessors of faith 
to obtain what they will. For instance, there was 
a man who had a secret which he wanted kept; 
he, though at the time unconverted, had great 
feith in the power of prayer; — ^he besought God 
with inmiense fervour that this desire might be 
granted him, and ui such a way that he might 
have the comfort of certainty about it. Shortly 
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afterwards, the only one who could have diynlged 
it — died ! The petitioner had never looked for 
so awfal a manner of having his request answered, 
and it taught him the great lesson that to make 
this^ott^^r of 9btaining — ^a real, unquestionable, 
unpervertible blessing, grace is needed to give 
desire only for such things as are good in the 
Lord's sight. 

Therefore, watcher, lay this truth on your con- 
science, that it may not be good to give everything 
that is in itself good and desirable. Health is one 
of God's richest gifts. Yet pain and sickness 
are often richer still, because they give more 
lawful leisure for the soul to look within, they may 
overthrow idolatry of heart, they may bring Jesus 
as a more constant guest, they may iuduce His 
sweetest communings and revelations of Himself. 
Assurance of hope, joy in the Holy Ghost, walking 
on the Mount with a transfigured Saviour, are 
amongst the believer's purest highest delights ; 
and yet we are bidden to reckon it '^ all joy" 
when we faU into divers temptations (that is, 
divers trials of faith) ; because they are tests, 
which, if through grace triumphed over, shall bring 
our Christian character and experience to perfec- 
tion ; and as one of the chief and most difficult 
to attain of spiritual graces is humility, so is this 
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grace best learnt in the yalley of humiliation^ in 
revelations of personal depravity^ in yivid displays 
of sin's utter hatefulness. Therefore is prayer to 
be used with this reservation, " Nevertheless, not 
as I will, but as Thou wilt ;'' not abstained from, 
on the one hand, (as many persons receive not 
because they ''ask not"); — ^nor, on the other, 
used with undue freedom as an instrument for 
self-pleasing only, (as many bring on themselves 
a curse instead of a blessing, because they '' ask 
amiss'') ; but wielded with a supreme desire for 
God's glory, and guided by trustful dependence 
on His love and wisdom ; — thus and thus alone 
may this mighty instrument be used boldly and 
fearlessly. But thus used, how immeasurably 
glorious the result! How munificent beyond 
compare this '' uttermost" gift ! " All things 
are yours 1" — to wish much is to have much to the 
praying child of God, who lovingly walks with 
his ascended Saviour. For him, Jesus has 
'' entered into the Holiest," there, not only to 
appear in the presence of His Father as the 
atoner of his transgressions ; but also, as crowned 
King, to give to His blood-bought one royal 
gifts in royal measure — " According to the riches 
of His" divine glory. 



CHAPTER III. 

Oalatians yi. 2. — " Bear ye one another's burdens." 



CHAPTER m. 



Bjs gentloj Watcher^ for thou hast a precious 
charge entrusted to thee I Thy sufferer is the 
property of^ and dear to^ the King of the whole 
earth; such a physician^ such a master^ will 
take a strict account of thee as to how thou 
hast fulfilled thy ministry. K He honours the 
sick one with His care, with His own touch, 
how much more does He demand of thee to give 
like patient thought and trouble. Surely there 
is something reverential in all suffering ; it is a 
mark of God^s presence, of His faithfulness, of 
His holiness ; it may, sooner or later, touch thee, 
and the strong man may be bowed down in agony, 
till he be weaker than a little child. But in the 
suffering of the saiuts there is yet more solem- 
nity ; thus, marking most strongly God's horror 
of sin, and speaking sweetly of His deep pains- 
taking love. Tread thoughtfully, humbly, 
lovingly, therefore, in the sacred chamber of 
sickness ; He is there ; many hours He spends 
by that sick couch-*that easy chair; He knows 
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the frame of that smitten child^ and does not 
lightly afflict (yet, if need be. He sorely, bitterly 
afflicts) I Ah ! and when. Watcher, thoudeemest 
the restless tossing, the hnrried answer, the 
mmmured plaint, the remonstrance, the passionate 
burst of tears — sin — He often reckons it infir- 
mity, and pityingly, soothingly, bears with all. 
And even if it be sin — ^if the sufferer is rebellious, 
is impatient, is thankless to thee, and incessantly 
demands wearying service at thy hands, yet art 
thou bound to be gentle and loving with him, 
remembering how much thou owest to thy Lord 
(St. Matthew xviii. 23-35.). Convalescence, is 
often a time of peculiar irritability; when the 
patient is pronounced better, and all around are 
gladdened, and deem that he too ought to be full 
of thankfulness only, the long highly-strained 
nerves give way, and he who was before gentle 
and patient, now becomes unhappy and excitable ; 
such a time specially requires thee to bear this 
weak one's burden. Remember — suffering, though 
specially appointed to the " little flock,'' (1 Thes- 
salonians iii. 3.) is alike the portion of all, and not 
indicative of peculiarly grievous sin in its subjects 
(St. Luke xiii. 3.), the blighting effect of trouble 
is visible on almost every brow, and each heart 
knows its own bitterness (Proverbs xiv. 10.). 
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Afiliction is often a mark of honour, resting 
heavily on those whose characters have become 
most assimilated to the Master's. Blessed there- 
fore will you be of Him, if you recognise His 
work and seek to further it ; if by a word, or 
touch, or prayer, or self-restraint and self-forget- 
fiilness, unknown to any save Him, you enable 
a tried saint to hold fast, to glorify God, to 
triumph in weakness over sin and infirmity. 

Perhaps thy sufferer had always seemed one of 
the most devoted and holy of mortals, the testi- 
* mony of his life in times past having agreed with 
the profession of the lip ; but now, added to 
physical troubles, thou hearest him utter things 
which thou couldst scarcely have believed would 
ever cross his thoughts even, and thou feelest 
that the very fact of his having no control over 
his delirious ravings is the best test of what the 
inner man has really been ! But remember, as 
in Job's case, fearful power is often committed to 
Satan, wherewith he is allowed to try the Lord's 
elect. Injected evil thoughts are but infirmities, 
only becoming sins when wilfully indulged in, 
and when disease has taken away control of 
speech and action, the adoption of such thoughts 
by the lips is often the sequence, and is as little 
condemnatory of the sufferer* Satan delights in 
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using such fiendish power^ because the results 
perplex the aaints — gladden unbelieyers — and 
offend all whose faith is weak. 

Or is it that, even when the brain is clear, he 
now confesses to a multiplicity of dark doubting 
thoughts haying dominion over him ; that he fears 
God has in anger left him a captiye of Satan's 
power ; that he believes himself to have been a 
self-deceiver, and now to be a cast-a-way ? Fear- 
ful, most fearful, is such despairing mental 
anguish to both watcher and patient I Yet even 
now bear with him tenderly and trust him;» 
ofttimes they who have nearest views of Tabor's 
glorious revelations are most overwhelmed with 
self-accusations, with the sense of personal defile- 
ment. In the end, every enemy of the saints 
shall be vanquished, and they shall come forth 
from the refiner's fire without any hurt, only 
purified and perfected — ^having had the dross 
purged away (Isaiah i. 25.). Again, such trial 
does not prove the tempted one to be a special 
sinner ; the Lord has His own manner of dealing 
with each child, and the lesson now so bitterly 
enforced may be for thee, watcher ! for thy soul's 
good ; it may be to humble thee, by comparing thy 
slight sense of and grief for sin with his. 

Thy "brother's keeper" — such is thy calling 
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— oh how great responsibility is laid on thee to 
help him heavenwards by every means in thy 
power; at this time to help him benefit from 
and cheerfnlly bear the Cross. It is easier to 
beUeve that we need discipline onrselves than 
that those loved ones do so whom we would 
suffer for in our own person so gladly — ^who seem in 
our eyes so good. Yet because we are all stones 
rough-hewn from the same quarry^ therefore must 
the chisel be applied to each. Of one same 
mysterious nature are we all partakers^ with its 
9 immense capabilities and powers^ with its high 
hopes and great dangers. The variety of experi- 
ences through which we are called to pass form a 
great and effective part of our education, in and 
by them God is training the spirit for scenes far 
exalted and works noble beyond all power of 
finite conception ; and in proportion therefore as 
we value our souls do we value them. But, if we 
welcome affliction, count temptations to be '' joy,*' 
and '^ glory '' in the hard training of the school- 
room, on our own behalf, shall we grudge these to 
those who are dear to us ? How untrue such affec- 
tion ! How unworthy such selfishness ! Because 
they are sufferers from a heavy visitation of the 
Almighty they are not requirers of commiseration 
and condolence only. Bather let us remember 
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and urge on them the solacing tmth that thas 
they are receiving open evidence of God's good 
pleasure towards them (Hebrews xii. 6.) ; thus is 
He polishing the many stones^ which, when per- 
fectly fitted, shall be brought together, and form 
one beauteous temple of which Jesus Christ Him- 
self shall be the chief comer-stone. (Ephesians ii. 
20-22.) 

But possibly, watcher, thou tremblest at the 
charge committed to thee from another cause; 
may be thou art overwhelmed with a sense of thy 
unfitness to he^ one who seems far before thee * 
in the race ; thou canst not enter into his riper 
experience; thou canst scarce understand the 
strength and gladness vouchsafed him, when 
thine own eye swims, thy heart throbs, thy every 
nerve beats with sorrowing sympathy I Re- 
member it is their God's own interest to 
strengthen His bleeding ones, to give power to 
His witnesses, and grace to His needy represen- 
tatives. His own honour. His loving covenant, 
binds Him to give counteracting joy when He 
brings out His redeemed to glorify Him in the 
fires ; — and faithful to His word has He ever been 
found ; martyrs in the flames have declared to the 
joy and absence of pain vouchsafed them ; and 
believers, in all ages, and under every variety of 
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circumstance^ have confessed to the abundance 
of His consolations; — He hides His aflSicted 
people "in His pavilion, in the secret of His 
tabernacle/' "His left hand is under'* their 
head, and His right hand " doth embrace'' them ; 
— He makes the deep pit into a well-spring of 
refreshment and delight ; He whispers to the low- 
laid ones what others may not hear, — ^for in the 
day of necessity He reveals His inmost heart ; — 
He cheers and nerves them with the conviction 
that weak and secluded as they are, they may 
yet be amongst His mightiest warriors. His most 
successful — most blessed vineyard labourers, 
since in prayer they possess the mightiest weapon, 
the most eiSectual means for winning souls. And 
for thyself be content to learn and serve in the 
meanest capacity, so that thou be found minister- 
ing to thy brother — only too glad, too thankful, 
if but only holding a candle for him to work, to 
win a name, to gain success by. The day is at 
hand when sowers and reapers, known and un- 
known labourers, shall rejoice together; mean- 
while their mutual dependence, and unknown 
relative standing in their Master's sight should 
strengthen and comfort the hidden — and humble 
the visible — ^workers ; grace working in each faith, 
love, humility, patience, and zeal. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Jeremiah adi. 6.—" How wilt thou do in the swelling of 
Jordan?" 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE PERSONAL WABNINa. 

Thebb iB, there must bej a vacaum in every 
heart that has not God for its portion — ^that is 
not filled with His own blessed presence^ for no 
finite thing can satisfy the craving of the immortal 
soul. Is not this the meaning of living '^ soberly^" 
of loving " not the worlds neither the things of the 
world'' f — ^that since all here must fall short of 
eternal continuance^ of even temporary fdlness of 
satisfaction^ it becomes earth's pilgrims to look 
for unfading joys^ eternal mansions^ incorruptible 
possessions^ inseparable unending communion 
of spirits^ and to sit loosely to all till they are 
attained? Does not God in mercy set up 
warning posts of sickness^ of sadness, of innumer- 
able troublesj to warn men off from building in a 
doomed forest 7 How are life's brightest moments, 
shadowed by the memory that they are evanescent ! 
How paiiifully from time to time are we forced to 
realize the wide chasm that separates even the 
most loving hearts — the impotence of one to give 
another perfect relief, even perfect sympathy, to 
remove every trial from his path ! Alas ! there 
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is an ineflGsiceable blot on this fair world ; it bears 
a curse branded visibly and invisibly upon it; 
the moth eats its fairest garments, its gold 
corrupts, its dreams deceive, its pleasures pass 
away; hope lures on but again and again to prove 
delusive, or at least wanting, till the heart grows 
sick, the head dizzy, and man sinks into his grave. 
The cankerworm is ever gnawing at the root of 
life ; the blooming cheek, the beaming eye, are 
doomed; and all nature is hastening to decay. 
Unceasingly the stream of time flows on towards 
the ocean of eternity, and day by day the passing 
milestones tell the shortening of the road ahead. 
True the earth remaineth — the mountains and 
hills, the oceans and rivers still abide — ^but nation 
after nation, kingdom after kingdom, and genera- 
tion after generation — ^has risen and fallen — come 
and departed. The names of the once loved, once 
feared, are in most cases forgotten, and only '^ as 
a tale that is told '' does history preserve any- 
thing of the past from oblivion. 

As writing on the sand of the sea-shore is 
effaced by the first incoming tide, so do years 
wash away the things of other years ; the places 
that knew our loved ones know them no more, 
and even we ourselves have grown accustomed to 
act and think without them. And so shall it be 
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till time is no more ; there is no standing still in 
God's providences either of nature or grace; 
perpetnalgrowth^ incessant change^ is the principle 
of life. The seed^ the blade^ the full com in the ear 
— childhood^ manhood^ old age — such is the 
successive progressive order of His work. This 
is not rest ! With what terrible force are our 
hearts continually compelled to re-echo this truth. 
Best 1 oh far otherwise ! Bather is life a con- 
stant tossing from wave to wave^ from fear to fear^ 
from one heart-sickness to another^ from restless 
desire to disappointed hope. If an hour's blissful 
communion with a loved one was ours yesterday^ 
how is it missed to-day I If the voice was music 
to us then^ what desolation is its lack now ! 
Vainly, fearing present depression to be or to seem 
a proof of ingratitude for past mercies, do we 
strive to overcome the keen sense of want ; nature 
will pine for the rest to enjoy 'which she was 
fashioned; she yearns for that perfect goodness 
which marked the Creator's handiwork ere the 
blight of sin marred it. And in this state of 
unsatisfied reaching forth unto something better, 
of earnest expectation for redemption, all nature 
waits (Romans viii. 22, 23.) ; it is this hope 
alone which nerves to endurance of present 
sufferings. Hope— blessed hope — is the anchor 
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of the s6ul, and oh, happy they who have laid 
hold on that hope which '' maketh not ashamed ;" 
who, not drifting by chance on any cmrent, have 
accepted the aid of the Heavenly Pilot. There 
are many pilots abroad, many who profess to have 
found the secret of continual happiness so craved 
for of all; ^'many false prophets are gone out 
into the world/' who, like their master, are trans- 
formed into angels " of light/' Seeing then that 
^'passing away'' and ''vanity of vanities" is 
written on all that is earthly, ''what manner of 
persons ought we to be "! How should we ever 
keep our house in order (Isaiah xxxvni. 1.) ready 
for our change ! How should we always set our 
" affections on things above " ! remembering that 
though there can be no perfect joy nor rest on earth, 
there is, there will be, in heaven. How solemn a 
voice has sickness and death for us ! " prepare to 
meet thy God." Soon shall tmr day of grace be 
fled, our powers of thought and action stopped : 
soon shall our " silver cord be loosed, the golden 
bowl be broken, the pitcher be broken at the foun- 
tain, the wheel broken at the cistern "! Though 
we may live many years, yet we may be struck dead 
in one moment; many are, from time to time, 
thus silently unexpectedly cut down by the reaper 
Death — and such warnings have a voice for every 



THB PERSONAL WARNING. 149 

temporary survivor. The hour of departure must 
come to each ; if it tany^ it does but increase 
opportunities and multiply responsibilities ; each 
stage of life is of awful importance^ every moment 
being a talent^ for which we shall be called on to 
render strict account. How solemn too to 
remember that there is no forgetfulness with 
God ; time may lapse^ but the past is as the pre- 
sent to the great / Am. At the Judgment^ the 
books shall be opened^ and memory shall be 
fearfully refreshed by their forgotten, but incon- 
trovertible, evidence. Were they adequately 
impressed with this truth how much less would 
sinners take comfort to themselves because of the 
call to the Bar of God being yet future. " Now 
therefore consider your ways;^' such is God's 
word to us ; let us meet death half way by accus- 
toming ourselves to still communings alone with 
Him; as in His sight probing our hearts con- 
tinually ; dressing and undressing our souls, and 
marking our standings according to His standard ; 
wrei^tling to realize His omnipotence, omniscience, 
and omnipresence (Psalm cxxxix.). 

Should not the worldliness of our tastes startle 
us ? Is not this a test that they are so ? that we 
have such an earthy balance for judging as to what 
is good and bad ; what to be desired, and what 
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feared ? We dedicate oar loved ones to the Lord^ 
and yet so dread sorrow or suJSering visiting them ; 
for them we would have the cross never, only 
earth^s good things here, and Heaven's crown 
hereafter. We vow ourselves His ''faithful 
soldiers and servants unto our life's end,'' and yet 
keep our idolatries, are not prepared to give 
up everything (St. Mark x. 22.) for Him; to 
'' count all things but loss," and " the loss of all 
things b\it dung" for the knowledge and love of 
Him. It is our business, not our ''Father's," 
that we are mostly "about;" our walk is more 
often by sight than by faith; and seldom do 
holy thoughts intrude midst business and pleasiHe 
as do worldly ones when we are on our knees. 
Sometimes the nothingnesses of earth detain the 
soul ; at others sloth, indifference, deadness ; or 
the besetting sin (Hebrews zu. 1.) detenninedly * 
indulged in. If " to be forewarned is to be fore- 
armed," it is well to remember that otir natural 
walk is " according to the course of this world," in 
direct enmiiy to God, that we may be ev^ on 
our guard against treachery wilMn the camp^ 
mistrusting our own hearts, questioning our 
desires, motives, and actions. And since time 
is ever fleeting, though unseen, unfelt, and " il 
tempo passato non toma piu>" it is well too to 
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remember that though the Holy Spirit has often 
striven with, is waiting now to strive with us. He 
will not strive for ever; He still knocks at the 
door of our hearts, but the day is coming when 
many shall call in vain for admittance on Him^ 
because they refused to open at His gracious bid- 
ding (St. Matthew vii. 21, 23 ; xxv. 10—12.). It is 
well to remember, ere it be too late to act on the 
remembrance, that " there shall in no wise enter 
into the city any thing that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination^ or maketh a lie ;^' 
that now in ''the accepted time, the day of 
salvation,^' we may obtain ihe passport and the 
''wedding garment,'^ "the blood of sprinkling^* 
and the robe of righteousness, the imputed and 
the imparted righteousness of the Lord Jesus. 

" Little children, keep yourselves from idols.^* 
With how many sad voices does earth echo back 
this warning Bible command \ Its buried loves, 
its withered joys, (Joel i. 12.), the constant 
changes in the persons and circumstances around 
us, all caU upon us to let our '^moderation be 
known unto all men,*' to live weaned from " the 
world, and the things that are in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life.'' Idolatry must banish from 
Heaven (Bphesians v. 5.), for God requires the 
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whole heart (Proverbs xxiii. 26.)^ and when sick- 
nesSj and pain^ and sorrow visit us, when onr 
darlings are withdrawn into the spirit land^ it 
is to warn us^ to help us to live and love so high 
that all that is low and earthly and unholy 
may become^ to our second nature^ naturally 
distasteful. 

We shall do well "in. the swelling of Jordan,'' 
if now we believe in and accept the yearnings of 
oar Heavenly Father's heart towards us ; and 
rest ia and without reserve respond to His dear 
love who not only endured for us want, woe, and 
a cruel death (St. Johnxv. 13.), but was broken- 
hearted by the bitterness and weight (Lamenta- 
tions i. 12.) of spirit anguish He underwent for 
us (St. Luke xxii. 44.) ; and yield ourselves to be 
emptied by and filled of the Holy Ghost ; daring 
not henceforth to allow ourselves to trifle with the 
enemy in any shape or in any measure — and loving 
our eToshua too much to be lukewarm or cold in 
His service. 



THE BEREAVED. 

" We must not doubt, nor fear, nor dread, that love for 

life is only given. 
And that the calm and sainted dead will meet estranged 

and cold in heaven ; — 
Oh ! love were poor and vain indeed, based on so harsh 

and stem a creed. 
If in my heart I now could fear that, risen again, we should 

not know 
"What was the life of life when here— the hearts we loved 

so much below ; 
I would arise this very day and cast so poor a thing 

away. 
Just for the shadow thrown upon its sweetness here 

below, 
The cross that it must bear alone, and bitter baptism of 

woe. 
Crowned and completed through its pain, we know that it 

shall rise again. 
So if its flame bum pure and bright, here where our air is 

dark and dense. 
And nothing in this world of night lives with a living so 

intense; 
When it shall reach its home at length— how bright its 

light ! how strong its strength." 



CHAPTER I. 

St. John xL 35.— '^ Jeroa vept." 



CHAPTER I. 

ALONE, YET NOT ALONE. 

And is it all over, beloved? Hast thou been 
in the stiU dark room, and seen the precious form 
laid in its narrow bed ; the closed eyes already 
sinking, the blanched lip, the tightened skin, all 
telling that life is gone ! that thy darling has left 
thee ? Oh it is a bitter portion, and who may 
strive yet to check the outbursts of impassioned 
sorrow ! Who may hush thy wailings ! Who 
bid thee be calm? Nay rather weep on I and 
may the God of all comfort be with thee. As- 
suredly He will, for He wept by the grave of 
Lazarus, tears*-*not only for him the pet friend 
of his earthly career> but — ^for thee, for all who 
have to go through these hours of unspeakable 
agony, of indescribable desolation. Weep on ! for 
tears will ease that full swelling at the heart, tiiat 
choking burst so long suppressed ! Think over 
all thy changed lot now, for even the bjosy hard 
world allows this little hour alone and to weep. 
Lonely thou must stand to think, to weep, and to 
walk now ; for he cannot hear thy call, nor come 
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at thy desire, and other voices, other hands, other 
looks, other loves, can never take the place of 
his. '' Jesos wept /' and He wills that we should 
weep over onr graves ; He implanted in the. heart 
those gashing affections, those keen attachments ; 
and He desires no stoical deadness of feeling when 
the tender ties are raptured, when one is taken 
and the other left. Death ever most be a hard 
friend, thoagh, to the ransomed, he is a trae one ; 
farewell is a bitter word to speak^ and even the 
joy of going to J^sos does not absorb every feel- 
ing towards the oreatare. You feel with Cow- 
per: ''Could time, his flight reversed, restore 
the hours I'' You would give anything to recall 
some words said, some actions done — ^to make up 
for deeds left undone, for evidences of affection 
unacknowledged and unrequited. If but that 
dear one could come back for a few short days, 
and be as of old, well and strong, or weak and 
dependent, you would spare no efforts to make 
him feel your love at every turn ; your devotion 
should increase his comfort and pleasure! But 
no 1 he is beyondall power of recall, and unavail- 
ing grief is alone left yon. Little did our first 
parents know the awful train of desolation and 
agony their sin would cause, for bitter indeed has 
been tho consequent curse on this earth created 



ALONE^ YBT KOT ALONE. 157 

for joy alone. Dread is the first realization that 
a loved companion is for ever lost to our earthly 
future ! The vacant seat, the silenced voice, the 
missing form, the vainly sought-for responsive 
glance, oh how deep, how inexpressible a loneli- 
ness do they cause ! The once warm hand now 
sends a thrill through your frame, and, though 
you dread the remova^ of the casket so long 
cherished, and gaze on it as if you would have 
its every lineament everlastingly engraven on your 
heart, you feel it wiU be well to hide that sadly 
changed mortab'ty in its parent dust ! Perfect 
desolation ! utter wretchedness ! such you feel 
to be the present and henceforward inscription 
over your earthly lot. 

But they who sorrow as those who " have no 
hope*' — whilst yet their departed had blessed 
hope, and they reckon themselves to have the 
same — wrong Christ and His cause ; if the gloom 
of the tomb is' not relieved to the Christian, 
he is '' of all men most miserable.'* " Now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits** of the sleepers in Him. " Soon and for 
ever** the sundered family shall be assembled 
together in the Father's Home to ^' go no more 
out ;** soon the now parted children shall have 
met again, to part no more for ever; the blanks 
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left on earth by the gradual ingathering to the 
upper courts but mark the nearing of the trysting 
hour when here there shall be nofne — there att ! 

And^ Mourner 1 even on earth for that we must 
thank God heartily^ however painful in itself^ 
which brings Him near; if He fills a vacuum 
with more of His own Self can we repine^ can we 
feel altogether desolate? Increasing intimacy 
with Him^ and more of His companionship^ is 
worth any cost ; and His presence can give peace^ 
even a return of joy^ to the stricken bereaved one^ 
when that sorrowing weeper has learnt the way 
of reconciliation with an offended God j otherwise 
the promise of Jesus would be but a tenifying 
unwelcome declaration in his ears, '' lo, I am with 
you alway/' Thus how different the reception 
given the Lord by our first Parents in the day of 
their fialling away from holiness, and that given 
by the disciples on His resurrection day 1 His 
voice inspired terror in the hearts of the two 
(Genesis iii. 8, 10.), but gladness in those of the 
eleven (John xx. 20.). — ^Wherefore the contrast f 
seeing that all were transgressors, and in a 
special manner shame might well have put a 
constraint on the disciples, seeing that one had 
denied and all had forsaken Him in His hour of 
need. Ah! it was just this sweet difference 
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between the sinner in and the sinner out pf 
Christ ; between a known or unknown Saviour ; 
between those conscious of having sought and 
obtained pardon^ and those still uncertain^ un- 
concerned^ or hardened. No rest — ^no peace — 
utter wretchedness (Isaiah Ivii. 20.) I Of such 
unsaved ones only can this be true ; not of those 
who, though bereaved and grief-stricken, have 
''the hope sure and stedfast.'' Sin unforgiven 
in the past, ungiven up in intention for the future 
— anything short of entire self-surrender to Christ, 
any keeping ''back part of the price^' — ^must 
be a millstone of hindrance to progress, and of 
intensest sorrow and shame ; to such sin alone is 
hopeless utter misery attached. But "blessed 
are they that moum^' for those gone before to 
glory, for their "sorrow shall be turned into 
joy f* their sleepers in the duSt shall awake yet 
again, and together with themselves be for ever 
before the Throne of Him they have best loved 
and served even on earth; "blessed are they'^ 
" for they shall be comforted^' at once and by 
Him whose sympathy to obtain it is worth 
the sorrow to undergo; He " comforteth'' His 
people who through His sad weary pilgrim- 
age oft so sorely needed — so little received — com- 
fort, and who therefore is feelingly touched, as 



160 ALONI^ TET NOT ALONE. 

He otherwise conld not be, with the sight and 
sonnd of their woes. The Striker and the Cruci- 
fied — the Storm-sender and the Fromise-granter 
— the Giver and the Taker away— are all one; 
the Bod and the Covenant — ^the Cloud and the Bow 
— ^fche joys and the sorrows — ^are alike His gifts. 
His evidences of love. How still their peace, 
how deep their thankful trust, who have heard 
His voice, who have felt His touch, and seen His 
guiding hand, {" He hath both spoken unto me, 
and Himself hath done if) 1 How soothing and 
strengthening to the breaking heart the assurance 
''fHs well,'' for He doeth '' aU things well;" 
how precious the remembrance that with true 
love — '' loved once'' means loved for ever. He 
loved on Calvary, He loves now; He proved His 
love then. He asks it to be taken on trust now. 
He gives human hearts to each other. He with- 
holds each from each awhile — ^but He will surely 
restore them; and meanwhile He would have 
those left true to those gone before, love true to 
itself — with His people as with Himself He would 
have "loved once" mean loved for ever; the 
vacant places of their departed must remain un- 
filled in their hearts, for '^ they shall come again;" 
their footfall must be soft for they tread over 
graves, which yet shall open and give forth the 
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old yoioes and forms so loved, so long missed ; 
all life must be hallowed and sobered by ever re« 
curring memories of those lately by their side- 
now far away in glory; yet — soon coming with 
the Lord to be once more " together^^ with them. 
And thus are holy tears the seed of joy — true jby 
— joy that can never pass away j thus doth faith- 
ful love find rich sacred comfort ; thus warned off 
an idolatry (1 John v. 21.), and purified from all 
lightness and earthliness, can the most loving 
heart in yielding up its beloved to death find joy, 
peace, thankM acquiescence in breathing from 
its inmost depths, " Thy will be done/' 

^' Blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall 
be comforted/' Jesus loved — Jesus loves now — 
Jesus will ever love — ^how sweet beyond compare 
the assurance of this ; the certainty that nothing 
can separate thee. Christian, from His heart of 
hearts, that thou art His, and He is Thine, 
and this for ever. Again, thou hast loved, thou 
dost love, thou must ever love, the treasured loan 
now recalled. Therefore, because thy God is true 
to Himself, and wills for His people as for Him- 
self — (both in regard to all that He has — and all 
that He is — ^both as to the enjoyment of good 
things — ^and as to character ;) from the analogy of 
His love, there is this unspeakable comfort for 
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thee^ ihskt thou loreet notin vain — Uiough hidden 
awhile—nothing can eventually pari; thee from ihj 
darlix^. 

''Arise ye, and depart; for this is not yoor 
rest;*' yet rest awaits thee — at Home; if lonely 
here think on the gathering there; and if the 
time between seems long, cling closer to Jesus^ 
remember thou art never alone, lean on His ten- 
derness, and give thyself up to His tried. His 
proven. His unrivalled love. Weep not and joy 
not — think not and speak not — work not and 
bear notn-alone ; but imbosom all to Him, trust 
Him without reserve, and pour out at His feet thy 
deepest devotion and affection; so shall each link 
in love's diain draw thy heart Heavenwards, and 
rivet it there, until thou too shalt d^)art hence 
and enter there, where there shall be no more 
hunger nor thirst either of soul or body; where 
''God qhall wipe away all tears;" "and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain." 
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CHAPTER n- 
9)t< S^l^^ris Bi[4 with Jf^sns. 

Bevelatum xiv. 13.— '< Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth, that they ntay rest from 
their labonrs.*' 



CHAPTEE n. 

THE SLEBPEBS ABS WITH JESUS. 

Deep^ in all sges, has the mystery been felt to 
be conceming the present state of disembodied 
spirits ; and shronded, as in a thick dond^ has 
Scripture certainly lefk the particulars of their 
condition. With humble reverence therefore let 
us approach this theme^ of such intense interest 
to all^ and may the Spirit keep us from any pre- 
sumptuous dealing with dark revelations^ or any 
speculative questionings where the Word keeps 
silence; only where the veil is in part raised^ and 
a glimpse within is given us, there assuredly we 
have a right eagerly to gaze. 

Two kinds of testimony are set forth regarding 
the dead in Christ ; one positive, the other nega- 
tive; yet even here there is need of a humble 
gentle tread, since many of the Lord's dear chil«* 
dren from the very same Scriptures deduce oppo- 
site views — so variously constituted are human 
minds, and in so many different lights . may the 
same thing appear. 
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The first qaestion thaf arises in the bereaved 
moumer^s heart is — ^where is my loved one now ? 
And is not Bible teaching here plain ? Not in 
Heaven^ but in its ante-chamber ; in the waiting- 
room, as it were, of that Home into which they 
may not be admitted till the number of the elect 
is made np, and they are all together ushered in. 
Not in Heaven — for Jesns said the place where 
tbe repentant thief shonld meet Him was Para<- 
disc* Not in Heaven--for nought but perfection 
shall enter there, and the disembodied saint is 
not perfected. Yet if not there, surely the most 
blessed and satisfied assurance of their immediate 
entrance into eternal joy, and conscious abiding 
in the Saviour's presence that could be given t$ 
given. '' To-day shalt thou be with Me in Para* 
disc /' '' to depart, and to be with Christ, is far 
better;" ''if we be dead with Him, we shall also 
live with Him ;" " Who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together with 
Him;" "absent firom the body, pres^it with the 
Lord.'' Even when on earth the believer lives 
with Christ, God i« in all his ways (Psalm x. 4.), 
he sits with Christ "in heavenly places.'' Paul's 
43onfidence, thellrefore, that death was personally to 
be chosen rather than life, must have proceeded 
from the inspired knowledge that in Paradise 
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Christ wonld be present in a yet nearer and dearer 
way. With Jesus I what more could heart desire 
for itself or its beloved ! — does not it imply a real 
life face to face with Him ? And oh what heart 
can conceive iihe height^ the depths of the mutual 
joy thrilling alike^— the Redeemer who gave His 
blood for the sinner^ when He sees thus '' of the 
travail of His soul/' and is satisfied; — and the 
saint, who once was an enemy^ but has been for- 
given and sanctified^ and is for evermore with 
that dear Saviour on whom He has " set his love/' 
Mourner I is it not sweet to thee amidst thine 
own desolation to remember this ? Is it not glad- 
dening to know that he whom thou didst deem 
so choice^ so needful to thy heart's joy^ is gone 
where again he is the object of love — ^nay more, 
of delighted admiration f Is it not delicious to 
thy fond heart to feel that the King of Kings has 
pronounced His pleasure in thy darling ; has con- 
fessed him before angels and redeemed ones j has 
spoken with him; and that nothing can hinder, 
no time exhaust^ that eye to eye communion f If 
oft thy heart swelled with loving pride, as he was 
by thy side in days of yore, and thine eye filled 
with the tear of enthusiastic afiection, how is it 
now ? Far more dost not thou joy in his exceed- 
ing gladness, in the honours put oh him*— in the 
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realms of glory f " Not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; holy and without blemish;" 
*'all fair;'' such is the estimation in which he is 
held by a perfectly pure God. Art not thou 
thankful it is so, and that he is no more tram- 
melled by the infirmities and sins of a weak body 
and an un&iendly world? Is it not enough to 
know that the brow, so often imprinted with thy 
fond lips, shall never again bear any weight save 
*' the crown of life" ? — that from the eye, whose 
gaze so thrilled thee, every tear is now wiped 
away ? — that not one ache, one anxiety, one feel- 
ing of weariness, one touch of evil, can ever mar 
his peace again ? 

It is said of the angels that they are active 
messengers of Jehovah, sent forth on ministering 
embassies to His militant saints (Hebrews i. 14.) ; 
but no such mission is named as belonging to the 
sleeping people of Grod. Distinctly and repeat- 
edly they are spoken of as those who rest from 
work, as those who are sealed till the Advent 
Day; thus — "them which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him;" "I saw under the altar the 
sonls of them that were slain for the word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held, 
and it was said unto them that they should 
rest yet for a little season;" '^they which are 
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fallen asleep in Christ/' Is not this again a com- 
fortable truth for thee. Mourner ? Till the Eesur- 
rection mom thy departed one is resting; his 
probation is over; where he sleeps, no enemy has 
power to enter in; sin now can no longer taint 
him ; heavenly slumber seals all painful thought ; 
and temptation ca>n never allure him more. The 
rest from trouble and toil has come at last; the 
loving heart may know no more feverish frettings ; 
the busy mind no more anxious perplexities; 
want and pain, weakness and spirit-anguish, are 
over — ^and for ever! ''There the weary be at 
rest.'' Yes! they are sleeping" their last, long, 
untroubled sleep (Rev. vi. 11 ; Daniel xii. 2.) ; — 
hereafter, in active service (Rev. xxii. 8.), they 
shall '' rest without a rest." They were '' faithful 
unto death;" a<nd now the account of their stew- 
ardship has been rendered in, '' they rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow them." 

And further, from the parable of Abraham and 
Lazarus do we not get another glimpse into the 
abode of the righteous dead ? Is it not thence 
deducible as a truth that each saint, on laying 
down the mortal casket, is gathered imto the 
glorious company of those ''not lost, but gone 
before;" — ^that they recognise and converse with 
each other, holding blessed heart-to-heart com- 
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munion together^ of a more intimAte^ more per* 
fect^ kind^ than could be enjoyed on earth; 
seeing that now the veilj which once parted 
their spirits^ is withdrawn, and hearts can read 
hearts with unmistaking sympathy. How this 
belief comforts as bearing on our loved departed 
ones ! Dire as is our own loss, shadowed as life's 
pathway has become to us, love can yet triumph 
in the thought of the many joyful welcomes which 
have greeted our treasures, and the warmly loving 
band gathered around them ; old Mends of earth, 
saints of earlier ages — ^and amongst them no 
reserve — but one bond of perfect sympathy and 
love^ Truly their's is an extensive and most 
blessed communion of saints ! How calm, how 
happy the picture when for a moment the veil 
which shrouds the spirit world is withdrawn! 
Lazarus — so long the poverty-stricken, starving 
beggar — ^the' diseased suffering iuvalid — ^forms 
one interesting point in that thronged hall of 
rosters ; he is lying in Abraham's bosom ; washed 
in the same blood, admitted by the same deed 
of gift, clothed in like robes of righteousness and 
joy, these two, who had never met before, between 
whose lives on earth centuries had elapsed, have 
now formed an eternal friendship. The saint who 
had so long been a denizen of the chamber of 
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repose had been among the first to welcome 
earth's weary pilgrim, and how sweet must they 
have found it to retrace together their hfe-story, 
marking the providential dealings which had 
brought them safe there ; and together extolling 
the Redeemer whose death and merits had 
obtained all their bliss, how they would love to 
dwell further on the hope yet remaining to them 
of that time when He should take to Himself His * 
great power and reign; when, reuniting their 
soul and body, He would number them amongst 
His ministering ones, and give them full and 
eternal access into His heavenly mansions. And 
again we are told that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Moses were " gathered to '^ their people ; this was 
not that their ashes rested in their fathers' graves, 
for in the case of Moses such has never been the 
fact ; God buried him 

" In a vale in the land of Moab 
On this side Jordan's wave — 
And no man knows that sepulchre ;" 

and therefore the declaration can only be of the 
reunion of their disembodied spirits, as seems 
explained in Job (xxxiv." 14.), "if God set His 
heart upon man, if He gather unto Himself his 
;spirit and his breath.'' 

With Jbsus ! Asleep \ Together ! It is 
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enough! Henceforth^ with '' hearty thanks/' 
though of necessity with sore hearts^ we can 
conmiit our precious ones to the tomb; ^' earth 
to earthy ashes to ashes^ dust to dust j" not only 
'^ in sure and certain hope '^ of a gloriouB Besur- 
rection ; but also with holy glad confidence that 
even now they are living, sensibly living, in the 
Lord ; and (freed for ever from sin and infirmity — 
' beyond the reach of sorrow or fear^) are rejoicing 
with ecstacy of delight in joys exceeding &r our 
present finite powers to conceive or grasp. 



CHAPTEE III. I 

^n^n^ss tsf Ii|[4 mw^i^n ixilma^gihmi and ' 

milUani JJainte. 

1 l^ettaloniant y. 10. — " Who died for as, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should lire together with Him." 



CHAPTER III. 

ONENESS OP LIFE BETWEEN TRIUMPHANT AND 
MILITANT SAINTS. 

To many of the Lord's people the hope of. His 
coining seems a dead letter; as yet they hare 
not grasped the glorious resmrection troth; dying 
in Jesos^ sleeping in Him^ this is the ultimatum 
of their hopes, the summit of their desires; their 
constant preparation is for death, their settled con- 
viction is that they shall lie down in the dust, and 
the worms shall cover them. But such is not the 
goal set before us in the Bible ; true the attitude 
of the soul is the same whichever of the specific 
hopes it hold8dearest,but is there not more selfish- 
ness in looking for personal entrance into rest, 
rather than for our Bedeemer's full entrance into 
His inheritance f Is it not more scriptural to look 
for His appearance than for death's call to indivi- 
duals ? It is most strange how Christians, in suc- 
ceeding ages, have shifted their anchorage ground 
of hope ! In the early days of the Church they 
looked for His imme^te return to earth, and 
hoped to see Him without putting off the earthly 
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tabernacle first ; now tliat day is reckoned to be 
far off! Then tbey waited for His coming to 
them ; now they make ready for going to Him ! 
As if that sleeping state in Paradise were other- 
wise than temporary, imperfect, the prelude to 
another scene and dispensation yet beyond ! 
God's word ever points to the day of Christ's 
return to His blood-bonght earth; '^why stand 
ye gazing up into Heaven ? this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in Uke manner as ye have seen Him go into 
Heaven;" ''waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ;*' '' our conversation is in Heaven, 
from whence also we look for the Saviour/' 
" when Christ shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with Him in glory;" ''we should live 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearmg of the great God;" "unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin with salvation;" "when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him ;" all the brightest 
hopes circle round that day of the Lord; for 
blessed beyond description as is the believer's 
present portion, (inasmuch as immediately the 
blood was sprinkled on him he was forgiven^ 
adopted, reckoned an heir, and increasingly ever 
since by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost the life 
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of Jesus has been nourished in him, sothat^ being 
justified^ he has peace^ hcts the firsi-frnits of th6 
Spirit^ has oneness with 6od^ has akeady entered 
on the possession of his etemdl inheritance by 
faith, and has tasted of the ''feast of fat things/') 
yet still he is unsatisfied, stiU he hopes for more< 
For what is it he groans — ^he waits? Not for 
death — not for prolonged expectation! No! 
though he is prone to forget what will bring him 
his heart's desire, his want is the perfect- fulfil- 
ment of every Scripture promise, a realization of 
the joy and holiness of soul and body for which 
he was created; (hence were he to die— one 
longing still would possess his bosom ; one hope 
would he yet share with his brethren below ! 
*' How long, O Lord V^ such would be his cry, 
even as now ; he groans — ^not for that he would 
be ''unclothed, but clothed upon/') he waits for" 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of his body. 
Dear fellow-pilgrim 1 do not rest your heart on 
the half-way house, for you may never inhabit it ; 
"we shall NOT all sleep/' we shall not all die. 
But since the second Adam's work remains incom- 
plete, and His desires unsatisfied, till His kingdom 
come, and all for which He died is fully accom^ 
pUshed, be straitened (St. Luke xii. 50.) till ali/ 
be. changed.'^ 
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And how keenly mast those gone before 
sympathise in thus looking for the Lord's Advent ; 
for evidently their position now is not the same 
as it will be; now their Master is disowned, 
dishonoured, disobeyed by many; though exalted 
unto His Father's right hand. He has not yet 
taken unto Himself the Elingdom; Satan still 
goeth about devouring souls; death yet sweeps 
away triumphantly its thousands and ten thou- 
sands! Therefore His gathered ones, like 
their risen Head, look forward still ; (He taught 
that " the disciple is not above his Master :'') their 
joy is in the consciousness that all things pro- 
mised shall yet be accomplished; now they rest 
in the consciousness that their probation work is 
finished, that they are safely folded for ever, but 
yet not wholly satisfied, not with every desire 
fulfilled. They know that no false step, no 
enemy, can dash out of their hands the cup of 
gladness which Jesus has placed in them; His 
seal is on them, and they are in His Paradise ; 
they find that it U " far better '' to have departed 
irom the scene of pilgrimage, and to be with 
Christ; yet they Aqpe— they long for the full 
development of their whole being — body as well 
as soul ; their dearest joy below was to labour for, 
to minister unto. Him who had done so much for 
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them^ and in such active service alone can they 
experience ftill satisfaction; eagerly they wait in 
anticipation of being again sent forth (Revelation 
zxii.) on some blessed embassy for their Master. 
Ah yes! the ''till He come" of the church 
militant^ had we but ears to hear it^ is prolonged 
and echoed back by the church triumphant. Till 
then their spirits must remain disembodied ; till 
then their joy, like the Saviour's, is incomplete ; 
till then the 'mortal must remain corrupted, its 
dust scattered far to earth and ocean. But at the 
Eesurrection mom how wondrous, how glorious, 
the change ! The graves, the sea, every shrine 
that has entombed a believer's ashes, shall give 
np their precious charge, and, ''in a moment," 
the putrid flesh, the mouldering dust, shall be 
raised in spotless perfection and reunited to the 
soul. How unutterably grand will be that 
scene I Death starting into life ! corruption 
into beauty ! silence into the rich harmony of 
ten thousand, times ten thousand voices I Can 
thought conceive aught more thrilling, more tre- 
mendous? "The Lord Himself shall descend 
from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel;" "the trumpet shall sound;" the 
sleepers shall awake ; (blessed as their rest has 
been, most joyfully they hail the long-expected 

N 2 
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hour; the reimited soul and body are s);troiig^ 
to praise and enjoy — ^for now the casket shall 
be a perfectly-fitted companion for the jewel 
within ; " sown in corruption^ it is raised in 
incorruption ; sown in dishonour^ it is raised in 
glory ; sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body;'') their spirits will God ''bring with" 
Him, and then unto this countless multitude shall 
be " caught up '' those found alive and remaining 
on the earth. 

But not only in hope is there a oneness of life 
between the members of Christ's family below 
and those " to glory gone ;" in kind the saint's 
portion is the same here as there; only in degree 
does it differ. Here it is mingled with the 
alloy of sins and infirmities ; there it will be un- 
hindered by personal corruption ; its enjoyment 
unmarred by uncongenial outer influences. True 
the perfect fulness of blessedness is reserved for the 
heavenly mansions — ^true these sin-defiled taber- 
nacles can never be worthy temples of Jehovah 
till they have put off this mortal— true a foretaste 
only of glory gleams on the soul below — yet in 
part every believer is called to know the Hfe, the 
joys of Heaven, the life of oneness, of walking, with 
its King; the Resurrection will but ia(^rease powers 
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already lent^ already used^ already productive of 
real snbstantial happiness. It is a dangerous habit 
Christians often have — of looking so little for deep 
thrilling spiritual joy below; it tends to lower 
their standard, to lessen their efforts, to quench 
their yearnings ; whereas the Master's expressed 
desire for them is that they may have ''peace — 
good cheer — ^fuU joy/' Not that assurance is 
necessary to salvation ; but since Scripture em- 
phatically speaks of it, and its non-separable 
effect of holy joy, as the children's food, their 
lawfiil heritage, their set-apart portion, surely 
they are worth seeking after, worth getting ! Oh 
how much higher might they live if they would ! 
for God lays no restraint on them — ^they are strait- 
ened only in themselves. What should hinder 
any from attaining that to which they are called 
by Christ Jesus f A keen sense of sin— deep hu- 
mility — self-abhorrence— doubtless these all tend 
to make many of the holiest Christians, the most 
loved disciples of the Saviour, shrink back in fear 
of presumptuous laying hold on what is too good, 
too high, too pure, for such as they. But if 
thou art such an one, say, beloved, what is a Chris- 
tian 7 Is he a stander-alone ? Is he a sin-bearer ? 
Is he looked on by the Judge as an unit apart 
from Christ ? Is he asked to rejoice in any 
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worthiness of his own? Oh no! Then why 
should he not be happy? Why should he not 
Uye in the trustful spirit of adoption? Why 
should he not glory in Christy His cross^ and His 
imputed righteousness? Why should he not 
recognize gladly^ thankfully, the Spirit's work 
within ? Wty should he not rejoice in what is 
his by promise, as it shall be one day by actual 
possession ? Why should he not enter at once 
into the full joy obtainable through faith by inti- 
mate union -mth the Lord ? Faith ! this is what 
we need to raise up to Christ and gloiy 1 want 
of faith, this is it that keeps us crawling on earth, 
oft in sorrow, oft in fear. Resolve henceforth, 
mourner, to live a life as nearly resembling thy 
loved departed's present one as may be, seeing 
that it is the good pleasure of our God for us to 
commence at once Heavenly holiness and joy; 
and remembering the experience and testimony 
of one now passed into Paradise, whilst he was 
yet a pilgrim, '' we which have believed do enter 
into rest/' " God hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus j" " God hath revealed the things which He 
hath prepared for them that love Him unto us 
by His Spirit." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Jeremiah xxzi. 16. — " They shall come again." 



CHAPTER IV. 

BRIEF THE PABTINQ. 

Pbeoious as ia the hope of reunion and com- 
munion held out to Christian friendship in Para- 
dise^ far far more so is the same hope regarding 
the completed number of elect after the first Be^ 
surrection^ for then not only shall spirit commune 
with spirit^ but the saints shall have the further 
joy of seeing the well-remembered tabernacles 
again. Their risen Head is not only now in 
Heaven as a Spirit^ but as very Man ; He took 
special pains to impress on the minds of His 
disciples that He had not in death finally laid 
down the fleshly tenement (St. Luke xxiy. 89.)> 
and it is testified of Him by the prophet Zecha- 
riah^ " One shall say unto Him, What are these 
wounds in thiuQ hands 7 Then He shall answer. 
Those with which I was wounded in the house of 
my friends ;'' whilst the promise given by angels 
at His ascension distinctly states, ''this same 
Jesus shall so come/' Again at the transfigura- 
tion He evidently retained the form of a man 
(St. Matthew xvii. 2.). If then it is thus with the 
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first-fruits^ the earnest of the sleepers, it follows 
that thus it shall be with each of those who have 
a part in and with Him ; each of His followers 
shall, like Him, stand complete with a reunited 
and perfect sonl and body. And as the sacred 
wound marks shall even then honourably scar His 
hands and feet and side (Bevelation vi. 6.) , so shall 
doubtless each saint, in his beatified beautified 
condition, bear indelible resemblance to the image 
of the earthy lyhich once he carried about with 
him, and by this likeness shall he be recognised 
of his fellow-heirs. 

Fear not, therefore, beloved Mourner, that 
the joy of reunion will be marred by such changes 
having passed over thy loved one that thou shalt 
scarce know him again. The real man, the 
risen mortality, shall be given back to thine em- 
brace. True a blessed glorious change shall have 
passed over those dear features, that once &ail 
tenement I but it wiU be the same body, only 
clothed anew; and though, like the disciples 
(St. Luke xdv.), for a time thou mayest be 
staggered at the wondrous transformation,-— the 
renovation seeming to thee an ideality, a new crea- 
tion, a thing of the imagination, too good to be 
real, — ^yet on lengthened, calm, close inspection, 
thou shalt find it the same, thou shalt trace 
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the familiar lineaments^ tli,e peculiar traits^ and 
shalt gladly own thy regained treasure^ and press 
him to thy bosom^ dearer far through temporary 
absence— and through the multiplied attractions 
wrought in him at the Resurrection. ''God 
giveth to every seed his own body /' the gathered 
grain resembles that sown from which it sprung ; 
it is the fulness of its original self^ itself mul- 
tiplied^ and enabled gracefully to bear its own 
increase; "so^' shall He give a ''body*' as it 
pleases Him to our dead; we could not have 
understood an exact description of it had such 
been given us ; yet enough does our Bible supply 
to comfort^ and stilly and yet stimulate, every 
aching longing of the bereaved heart; for if 
the ^^ savM^^ is to be *^ raised/^ we have sure 
blessed ground for confidently joyfully waiting 
in hope of yet resuming the broken thread of 
many a discourse — of yet unravelling many of 
the wonderings of earth, with those who have 
made the sunshine of our earthly life, though 
they are for awhile hidden from us, and, to the 
eye of sense, their bodies irretrievably lost to us. 
Such was David's firm belief when, even joyfully, 
he yielded up his child to death — (''I shall go to 
him V^) and to Job it was revealed that though 
worms should destroy his body yet in his flesh 
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he should see God, when raised " at the latter 
day" to meet his Redeemer. He who implanted 
in OS human affections^ as a tender beautiful plant 
to be cultured by us for His glory, knew that the 
promises of heaven would be wanting iajulness, 
unless the " together with them/' " we," and 
" one another," were distinctly given to our ivy 
tendrils. How otherwise could we bear existence 
when they who have been the life of our life are 
removed ! But God be thanked it is eternally 
irrevocably true that our " dead men shall Kve" 
yet again visibly, and in their double nature of soul 
and body ; " if it were not so," if human loves had 
no resurrection, if there were not '^wawyman- 
sions" in the ^' Father's House," Jesus '^ would 
have told" us ; but He has in His tender sympa* 
thy given us more than consenting silence ; He 
has left upon record His wiU, His last testament, 
sealed with His blood, that '' alP* who believe on 
Him ''may be one" as He and His Father are 
one — that is perfectly and eternally ; and together 
be where He is to " behold" and share (St. John 
xviii. 22.) His glory. And thus we have the 
sweet comfort of reckoning that in a ''little 
while," we shall meet our now buried treasures 
never to part again ; and that each passing hour 
lessens the iutervening interval of separation. 



CHAPTER V. 

St. iMke xxiv. 61, 62. — " Jesus was parted from them, 
and they returned with great joy." 



CHAPTER V. 



THE TRAINED SEBYANT. 



The great point for the forgiven one to keep 
in mind is that lie is not his own (1 Corinthians 
vi. 19.) ; henceforth his business in life is to be a 
faithful obedient servant. It would do much to 
check overwhelming grief, and undue, weary, 
sad shrinking in taking up alone life's new burden, 
if truly this service were no mere idea, but an 
acted on, fulfilled reality. As it is, the real truth 
with most of us Christians is that we are plea- 
sure-seekers, self-servers, working mainly on our 
own account, guided by our own preferences. 
How far otherwise the requirement of our Lord I 
How solemnly He requires the heart (Proverbs 
xdii. 26.), the members of the body (Eomans vi. 
13.), yea, the whole beiug, to be consecrated to 
His service ! The habitual tenor of our every 
day life should be submission, obedience, an ever 
upward resting eye— -eagerly taking-in His every 
wish. Were it so^-ours would be a mere frame ; 
we should be less startled by life's great acci- 
dents, less worn by its long cham of temptations 
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and troubles. No otherwise can the Apostle's 
desire be fulfilled in us^ ^'I would have you 
without carefulness i" under no other healthful con- 
dition can "they that have wives be as though 
they had none j and they that weep^ as though they 
wept not ; and they that rejoice^ as though they 
rejoiced not ; and they that buy^ as though they 
possessed not/' But if our self-chosen bondage^ 
stewardship^ discipleship^ be rightly apprehended 
in its copious requisitions^ rejoiced in by the 
hearty and applied faithfully to the life^ then shall 
aU things be made straight^ and G-od's band of 
forgiven sinners be a glorious witness to the world 
of the realily of His renewing power and of its 
blessed results. He would have us throw thorough 
heartiness into all life's work ; yet with such pre- 
eminent occupation of the affections with Himself 
as not to be enthralled thereby. G^od is glorified 
^— not so much by any special kinds of work as by 
the spirit in which all life's work is carried on; 
''let every man abide in the same calling wherein 
he was called." To the seeking teachable disciple 
He will reveal what He desires him to do ; and 
oh it is a rich privilege to have the heavenward 
way thus strewn with opportunities for serving 
such a Friend. Above— His service will cost no 
painful effort^ no self-denial ; it will raise no op- 
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position ; for no enemy shall be there — and His 
will shall be the ¥rill of every heart. Now only. 
is love severely tried ; for a little while only can 
we evidence its sincerity under trying tests ; and 
who that loves passionately but is glad of oppor^ 
tonities to make some sacrifice for the beloved f 
Taming to our great Exemplar^ how markedly 
was it the paramount desire — ^the hourly aim — of 
Jesus to glorify His Father, and fiilfil His will ; 
how constantly He delineated His character ; how 
truthfully and jealously He represented His attri- 
butes ; how little he cared for His own ease, or 
thought of His own sorrows. So should the 
highest ambition of His people be to have Christ 
magnified in their body (Philippians i. 20.). If 
therefore, beloved Mourner, thy hearths warmest 
affections are wrapt up in thy Lord, if truly thy 
supreme desire is His glory and perfected joy, 
pass on firom the fixed contemplation of thy great 
sorrow, and consider His will as regards thine 
occupation now. 

'' And yet there is room /'^— Such, according to 
the eastern story, was the information brought by 
His servants to a King who had invited to his 
Son's wedding feast, not only " many^' rich, but 
also '^ the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind/' One would scarcely have 

o 
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thought Bnch a sumtnoBB cotdd have brought 
otherwise than an overpowering number of guests. 
The table of that sovereign must have been as 
elastic as his heart was large ; whilst some un- 
accountable infatuation must have hindered many 
who would have been suitable and needy answer- 
ers to the invitation. How strange to the ser- 
vants must have seemed^ seats to spare ; to the 
liberal Master and Host the cry^ *^ and yet there is 
room !'* 

That this story is truly emblematical of the 
Gospel Feast^ Scripture itself assures us (St. Mat- 
thew xxii. 2.) ; and if we wonder at the sluggish 
indifference of the bidden to man's enterfcainment^ 
surely more incredible far is it that the King of 
Glory should have to press any to accept of His 
lavish offers ! And yet it is true, for many, 
"with one consent*' as it were, make excuse; 
having no appetite for spiritual good things, and 
so wilfully determinedly turn away from them. 
How strange, how preposterous, but alas ! how 
sadly true, that many wills, understandings, feel- 
ings, are so perverted, so fearfully darkened, as 
to prefer death to life, misery to gladness, starva- 
tion to feasting ! But since a refusal or neglect of 
the King's invitation is more general than an ac- 
ceptation (St. Matthew vii. 14.), it is well for 
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ev^ messenger of the Lord to look into the 
reasons for this^ calmly confronting the diiBculties 
of the case, that he may be prepared to combat, 
and, through grace, to overpower them. He will 
require great patience, for the Qospel is in all 
things an opposition to the natural man, which is an 
enemy to God, having hatred to Him as its one 
prevailing and all-pervading passion ; and those 
therefore who are persuaded into the King's high- 
way must battle against creature-desire, and give 
themselves wholly to follow Him in purity, an^ 
to serve Him with self-denying zeal. There is 
room yet — ^but it will not be so for ever! Therefore 
''whilst we have time let us do good unto all 
men;'' let us unweariedly urge on them the 
King's command ; remembering for our own and 
their encouragement that many are already safe 
in His reception-room. Yes 1 it is blessedly true 
that, as every saint enters Heayen's portals, the 
same cry goes forth from a wondering host of 
ministering spirits, of glad angelic beings, '' and 
yet there is room 1" The welcoming of one in- 
comer, after his dangerous transit through earth's 
rough way, only increases their eager desire for 
more such companions; the filling-up of one 
emply seat does not the less make another un- 
filled one vacant ; one crown, one robe, ooepalm^ 
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being owned^ does not prevent those lying beside 
them still to need wearers. So long as the time 
remains appointed before the final shatting of the 
door^ the King commands His servants to send 
forth^ .with exceeding loud voice through the 
length and breadth of the world, the happy plead- 
ing cry, '^ and yet there is room." It comes down 
to earth as it were the echo of .each triamphant 
saint's tread on the golden pavement of yon 
eternal city. Not content with the multitude 
already thronging Him, the Lord would have all 
men yet without to enter there ; not content with 
its myriad population, Heaven opens wide its gate 
for more. '' And yet there is room I'* Such is 
the message to earth's inhabitants from every 
Christian death-scene, from every believer s grave* 
The very fact of that invited one's entrancis into 
the feast is an earnest to all others of their soon 
following in if they will. It remains for the 
'' little flock'' on earth, who have accepted the 
Invitation, and are pressing on trustingly to the 
King's palace, to take up the message, and sound 
it forth continually right fervently and lovingly, 
compelling some to join them in their march 
Zionwards. 

THE END. 



